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DIALOGUE 


D. 


TD Tn cy. * f : 8 


BETWEEN 


The Rev. Mr. Yenkin Evans and 
Mr. Peter Dobſon, 


CONCERNING 


BI SH OPS 


HE W Mr. Evans here! 
This is a Favour indeed; I hope 


you have not been come long? 
E. About half an Hour; I have been 


amuſing my ſelf in your little Library; upon 


my Word you have a pretty e of : 
Books and well choſen. 

D. You know, Doctor, I have in 8 
Meaſure left off Buſineſs ; my Friends gave 


me a tolerable Education; I was brought up 


at St. Paul's School, and I was pretty near 
the Top; I have taken care to preſerve at 
leaſt the Learning I had, and can {till under- 
ſtand a Latin Author reaſonably well; my 
Father deſign'd me for a Clergyman, but 


having a Diſpute with the Miniſter of the 


3 Pariſh 


{4a} 
Pariſh about his Dues, he put me into Trade; ; 
Mr. Evans, youare a happy Man, you were 
brought up at the Uniyerſityz 
E. 1 thank God; Mr. Dobſon, I have 
ſuck d the Breaſts of Alma Mater; I was 
ſent to Jeſus College before I was Twenty; 
in two Years I was made Senior Soph, and 
had not ſeen four and Twenty when I was 
Batchelor of Arts. 

D. I ſee you have my Folio Common 
Prayer- Book before you: I bought it when 
I was Church · warden of the Pariſh. 
E. I think I always find it open upon 
the Table; I am glad you put ſo great a 
Value upon that excellent Book ; I am fallen 
accidentally upon the Office concerning the 
Ordaining and Conſecrating of Biſhops. 

D. Iam glad of it with all my Heart; I 
have longed. a great while to know ſome- 
thing about that Buſi neſs, but you will never 

have Patience with all my impertinent Queſ- 
tions. [Now muſt I humour this choleric 
Welſh Divine, or I ſhall get nothing out of 
him: He is a ſtrange Mixture, God nous. 
Aſide.] 68 

E. I ſhall be ready to anſwer any thing 
that lies in my Power, but it is a ſerious 
Matter, and requires Sen Gravity and Con- 
ſideration. 

D. To be ſure it does; Then Mr. Evans, 
ſince you are ſo good, pray tell me in the 


firſt Place what's Properiy meant by a 
Bp? 


E. A 


e 
E. A Biſhop according to the Greek De- 
rivation is an Overſeer. 9 
D. Why is he called a Bion? 

Ei. He has that Name from the Saxon 
Word Biſcop, which we derive from the 
Greek E Piſceper, Speculator, Explorator, 

a Opy, a Looker-out, a Sentinel or Watch- 
man; in ſhort he is as I may ſay, a Super- 
viſor of the Buſineſs and Affairs of the 
Church: This before us you ſee is the Form 
of Ordaining or Conſecrating of Biſhops, 
that is of Engl Biſhops, of Chriſtian 
Biſhops. e 

D. God forbid there ſhould be any Biſhops 
that are not CHriſtian Biſhops, ſure there are 

no Heathen Biſhops. a7; 

E. There were Heathen Biſhops and good 
Biſhops too; The old Greczans had their 
Epiſcopoi, and ſo had the Romans ; I re- 
member that the divine Cicero in one of his 
Epiſtles tells us that he was a Biſbop. 

D. What was the Buſineſs of thoſe Biſhops? 

E. Jo inquire into the Manners of the 
People under their Juriſdiction, and take 
notice of their Conduct and Behaviour. 

D. But are there no Heathen Biſhops 
now? 5 7 1 

E. No not one upon the Face of the 
Earth. 


/ 


Rara avisinterris nigroq; fimillima Cygno. 


You'll excuſe the Latin Mr. Dobſon? 
B 2 D. O 


"Ts \ 


D. 0 Deat Doctor, I love it of all Things. 
This Sacred Office, I find, begins with an 
excellent Prayer. I wiſh thoſe that are con- 
cerned would frequently reflect upon it with 
the Attention it deſerves — Give Grace 


eve beſeech thee to all Biſhops and Paſtors 


of thy Church that they may diligently 
N thy Mord, and duly adminiſter the 
Godly Diſcipline thereof. The venerable 
Compilers of this Form, I ſuppoſe had no 
Notion that a Biſhop as ſoon as he was con- 
ſecrated was diſcharg'd from the Duty of a 
Prieſt, or was immediately to burn his Com- 
monplace Book, as if it was beneath his Dig- 
nity to preach diligently, that is, conſtantly 
in his Dioceſe ; whereas a Biſhop has without 
doubt the principal Care of every Soul with- 
in his Diſtrict, and is more eſpecially bound 
not only to ſee the Offices of the Church, 
the Duties of Praying, Preaching and Ad- 
miniſtring the Sacraments are faithfully and 
regularly executed by the parochial Clergy, 
but to preach diligently himſelf in one or 
other of his Churches, as he finds moſt con- 
ducive to the Edification of his People, and 
the ſpiritual Improvements of the Flocks 
committed to his Charge. This muſt be 
the Meaning of the Words, if they have any 
Meaning at all, and how They acquit them 
ſelves in this important Caſe, 1 ſhould be 
glad to be inform d. 
E. That may be eaſily 1 for when 
They are reſident in their Sees, They are a 
mighty 


CF] 

mighty Relief to the parochial Clergy ; They 
travel from Church to Church in all Weathers, 
through Froſt and Snow, over Hills and high 
Mountains; They Prcach here, read Prayers 
there, Catechiſe, Expound, Confirm. They 
are never idle, for They well know that Moe 
be unto them if they preach not the Goſpel. 
Do you think they wrap their Talents in a Nap- 
kin and let them grow ruſty ? Can you ima- 
gine they do nothing but walk to the Cathe- 
dral on a Sunday in State with the Yergers 
with their Jz/ver-Maces before them? 

D. Why Sir, ſome of them do not reſide 


in their Dioceſes at all; others are there for 


a Month or two to take the Benefit of the 
Summer Air, and taſte the Veniſon of the 
Country, and then perhaps they may preach 
once or ſo, and a mighty Favour it is; but 
the chicf Account of their Preaching we have 
from the News Papers; you hear now and 
then of a Charity Sermon, or a Sermon before 
the Lords, and exceedingly ſeldom, they will 
vouchſafe to aſcend the Pulpit of the Pariſh 
wherein they live, and ſet all the Congegation 
upon the Stare. Some of them do not preach 
five times in a Year in their own Dioceſe, and 
many of them not once. I would recom- 
mend to them the Reading of old Biſhop La- 
timer's Sermons, and particularly this Remark, 
which I took down in my Pocket-book, 
* While They controul in great Towns and 
* about Court, who is it that controuls the 
* Devil at nome? Whether They teſide or not, 

the 
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1 
the Devil is not wanting on his Part, he is 
never unoccupied, he is ever in his Pariſh, 
he keeps Reſidence at all times, he ever ap- 
plies his Buſineſs, he is never idle, his Office 
' is to hinder Religion —— Oh that Prelates 
* would be as diligent to ſow the Corn of 
good Doctrine, as Satan is to ſow Cockle 
and Darnel.——The Devil is no unpreaching 


0 Prelate, he is no Lordly Loiterer from his 
3 Cure, he till applies his Buſineſs; if 


* you will not learn of God or good Men, 
© learn Diligence in your Buſineſs even of the 
© Devil, ad Erubeſcentiam veſtram dico, 
* ſpeak it to your Shame.” This indefenſible 
Practice of Non- Reſidence muſt one time or 
other be of pernicious Conſequence to Epiſ- 
copacy: The Church of Rome with all her 
Abſurdities, all her Obligations to favour Ig- 
norance and Blindneſs could never ſwallow 


that monſtrous Contradiction of Non- Reſidence. 


The Council of Trent (as I have read) decrees 
expreſly that every Biſhop who was ſix Months 
abſent from his Biſhopric, of what Title or 
Preeminence ſoever he ſhall be, he ſhould 
forfeit a fourth Part of the Revenues of it, and 
if ſix Months more, another Fourth, and the 


Contumacy increaſing, the Metropolitan was 


to inform the Pope againſt him that he might 
inflit ſome ſevere Puniſhment, or remove 
him from his Biſhopric and place a better in 
his Room. What a miſerable Caſe it is that 
a poor Clergyman, whole Family wants Bread 
at home, if he has any Buſineſs with his BOP, 
mu 
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1 
muſt be obliged to run after him from one End 
of the Kingdom to the other, and be forced to 
beg his way home again? 
E. There's no ſuch Thing. The Biſhop 
I aſſure you defrays every Farthing of the Ex- 


pence out of his own Pocket, and gives his 
poor Brother ſomething to buy a good Book 
with when he comes home. | 


D. So much the better; but we are rambled 


from the Subject; ſpare me a Word more, 


when Epiſcopacy was run down in the Civil 
Wars, a great Objection againſt the Biſhops 
Was, That they never preached. They were 
called the moſt opprobrious Names upon that 


Account, Idle Shepherds, Blind Watchmen, 
Dumb—1 don't care to repeat the Diſtinctions 


and Characters beſtowed upon them in thoſe 
Times: I remember Mr. Fiennes, in his Speech 


upon that Occaſion, ſays, that © the Biſhops 


© neither can nor will preach ; They cannot, 


*© becauſe they are ſo entangled with the Affairs 


of this World; they will not, becauſe their 
. Dignities and Honours make them ſo ſtately 
© that they think it not Epiſcopal to preach 

© often. They arc fo fat and live ſo much at 
their Eaſc, that they arc overrun with Idle. 
* neſs, and cannot bring their Minds to it.” I 
wilh as well to the Epiſcopal Order as any 
Man in England, nor do I think it reaſonable 
to argue agamſt the Uſe of an Office from the 


Abuſe of it, but Iam ſorry to ſay — 


E. To ſay any thing to the Purpoſe you 


mean; why that Fiennes was a Rebel, a Re- 


publican, 


Ne 
publican, a Fanatic; he was eöndemtell 10 
be hang'd for the cownraly Surrender of 
Briſtol to Prince Rupert. Have ybui no bettet 
Authority than this? Read on, read on:. 
D. What is meant by 4 „AHdminiſtring 


the Godly Diſcipline” of God 9 Word, as ne 


tioned in this Prayer??? ß bits ihe big 


E. That Expreſſion ediguy chiefly to the' 
Cenſures of the Church, thoſe dreadful and 


terrible Weapons that God has committed in- 


to the Hands of Biſhops to puniſh and cut off 
notorious Offcnders: that ee otherwite be 
reclaimed, to ſhut them out of the Pale of 


God's Fold, and to deliver them over to Satan; 


until by their Penitence and Submiſſion they 
are qualified to be readmitted, and to be re- 


ſtored to the common en ob am 
. Chriſtian Church. 
D. Is that Godly Diſcipline e at 


this time according to the original Deiogn: of 


its Inftitution? 
E. I hope ſo; the Offender I e 
cited before the Biſhop, who ſits in Conſiſtory 


with his Presbyters about him, and takes im- 


mediate Cognizance of the Cauſe himſelf; 
There the Sinner is examined, reproved, ad- 
moniſhed, threatened, and upon his continued 


Obſtancy caſt out of the Church. The Matter 
is not turned over to Chancellors, Commiſ- 
ſioners, Officials, and a Parcel of hungry un- 
hallowed Lay Officers (who can pretend to no 


Relation to the Commiſſion of CHriſt and his 


5 0 to perſecute and ſqueeze the poor 


Wretch, 
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. 
Wretch, to torment him with cruel tedious 
and expenſive Proceſſes, and when they have 
racked. him to Death, and ruined him in his 
Fortune; then at laſt to excommunicate- him, 


: and for any little Failure in the Form of their 
enflaving Proceedings to throw him out of all 


Spiritual and Civil Commerce and Society, to 
baniſh him as a Vagabond like Cain, and make 
him infamous to all about him; and as if this 
were not enough, to call fot Help upon the Tem- 


portal Sword, to clap him up in a Goal, and 


let him rot in a Dungeon This would 
be ſetting up an Iaguiſit ion with a Vengeance; 


from which and all other Popiſb Crafts and Cru- 


elties, Good Lord deliver us. Do you think 


this was the Manner of binding and /oofing in- 


tended by the Commiſſion delivered by Chriſt 
to his Apoſtles, and by them to the Biſhops their 


Succeſſors in the Church? Can you imagine 
that the Sentence of ſuch Judges is ratiſſed in 
Heaven? that God will ever ſign ſuch dead 
Warrants as theſe? Can this be the Deſign of 


that Petition offered up by the Archbiſhop in 


the Office of Confecration, Grant we beſeech 
thee to this thy Servant ſuch Grace that he 
may uſe the Authority given him not to De- 


ſtruction but to Salvation, not to hurt, but to 


D. If the Biſhop himſelf was to ſit in Judg- 
ment, and to execute the Cenſures according 
to the Deſign of his Lord and Maſter, the Sen- 


Fence, no doubt, would be dreadful and of 


fatal Effect, but when ſo many Excommunica- 
Ss tions 


( 


publican, a Fanatic; he was condemned to 
be hang'd for the cowardly Surrender of 
Briſtol to Prince Rupert. Have you no bettet 
Authority than this? Read on, read on. 

D. What is meant by duly Adminiſtring 
the Godly Diſcipline of God s Word, as men- 
tioned in this Prayer? 

E. That Expreſſion relates chiefly. to the 
Cenſures of the Church, thoſe dreadful and 


terrible Weapons that God has committed in- 


to the Hands of Biſhops to puniſh and cut off 
notorious Offenders that cannot other wiſe be 
reclaimed, to ſhut them out of the Pale of 
God's Fold, and to deliver them over to Catan, 
until by their Penitence and Submiſſion they 
are qualified to be readmitted, and to be re- 
ſtored to the common Privileges of the 
| 92 Church. 

D. Is that God!y Diſcipline i at 
this time according to the original Deſign of 
its Inſtitution ? 

E. I hope (o; the Offender I ſuppoſe; is 
cited before the Biſhop, who fits in Conſiſtory 
with his Presbyters about him, and takes im- 
mediate Cognizance of the Cui himſelf; 
There the Sinner is examined, reproved, ad- 
moniſhed, threatened, and upon his continued 
Obſtancy caſt out of the Church. The Matter 
is not turned over to Chancellors, Commiſ- 
ſioners, Officials, and a Parcel of hungry un- 
hallowed Lay Officers (who can pretend to no 
Relation to the Commiſſion of CHriſt and his 


Apoſtles) to perſecute and ſqueeze the poor 
Wretch, 


(9) 


Wretch, to torment him with cruel tedious 
and expenſive Proceſſes, and when they have 
racked. him to Death, and ruined him in his 
Fortune, then at laſt to excommunicate him, 
and for any little Failure in the Form of their 
enſlaving Proceedings to throw him out of all 
Spiritual and Civil Commerce and Society, to 
baniſh him as a Vagabond like Cain, and make 


him infamous to all about him; and as if this 


were not enough, to call for Help upon the Tem- 
poral Sword, to clap him up in a Goal, and 
let him rot in a Dungeon —— This would 
be ſetting up an Inguiſit ion with a Vengeance ; 


from which and all other Popiſb Crafts and Cru- 


elties, Good Lord deliver us. Do you think 
this was the Manner of binding and looſing in- 
tended by the Commiſſion delivered by Chriſt 


do his Apoſtles, and by them to the Biſtops their 


Succeſſors in the Church? Can you imagine 
that the Sentence of ſuch Judges is ratified in 


| Heaven? that God will ever ſign ſuch dead 


Warrants as theſe? Can this be the Deſign of 
that Petition offered up by the Archbiſhop in 
the Office of Confecration, Grant we beſeech 
thee to this thy Servant ſuch Grace that he 
may uſe the Authority given him not to De- 
ſtruction but to Salvation, not to hurt, but to 
help? Re 

D. If the Biſhop himſelf was to ſit in Judg- 
ment, and to execute the Cenſures according 
to the Deſign of his Lord and Maſter, the en- 
tence, no doubt, would be dreadful and of 


fatal Effect, but when ſo many Excommunica- 


2 tions 


Ty 
tions are thundred out and publiſuad a A 
ludicrous eee Manner fot the moſt 

trifling Occaſions, Which tlie Biſhop Jaane 
nothing of, when he never Hears nor o the 


Offender, nor takes the leaſt Care of the Hap- 


pineſs of his Soul, but leaves that entirely to 
his Officers to be faved or damined, as the ſyb- 
tle unrighteous Forms of their umſariprursi 
Proceedings (firſt invented for the Support of 
Papal Power, and ſpun out into a Sort of 
Trade by Canon Lawyers, the Spawn of Po- 
pery mall think fit to pronounce; to conſign 
a poor Creature to eternal Flames for ſome 
pitiful Matter, to enjoin him Penance perhaps, 
and then for a little Money to looſe him and 
let him go; if this be the que Adminiſtring of 
Godly Diſcipline according to this excellent 
Prayer, let the Conſciences of thoſe declare to 
whom it belongs. What a horrid Profaneneſs 
and Mockery of God it is to give it ſolemnly 
in Charge to a Biſtop elect when he is conſe- 
crated fo 'exerciſe Godly Diſcipline, to be ſo 
merciful that he is not too remiſs; and to mi- 
niſter Diſcipline that he forget not Mercy. 
When at the ſame time he never knows any 
thing of the Offender, nor of the Cauſe — 
J could ſay much more, but it has been often 
ſaid to no Purpoſe — This has been a con- 
tinual Subject of Complaint from the Reform- 
ation to this Day; It remains ftill unredreſſ- 
ed, and is a Grievance of ſo high a Nature,; 
it is ſuch a Perverſion, ſuch a Burleſque of the 
moſt ſolemn and tremendous Act of Church 
Authority, 


18 
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Authorky; that it hangs like a Miilftone upon 


the Neck of Epiſcopacy, which I am afraid 
pill one time or other fink it to the Bottom 
| never to ariſe more. 


ZE. God forbid; 1 hope Things will mend, | 


don't be ſo hot. Come we'll go on: He that 


deſireth the Office of a Biſhop deſireth a good 
Work; He delires the Office of a Biſhop on 


purpoſe to enable him to promote the Intereſt 


of Piety, Virtue and Charity, and to do more 
good Works than he was capable of doing 


before. 

D. Do Biſhops deſire the Office only. for 
thoſe excellent Ends? Have they no Worldly 
Proſpects in view to advance themſelves or their 
Families? Have they no Ambition to ſit in 
Parliaments, or to appear in the Courts of 
Princes? Do they do more Good Works in 
Proportion-to the Increaſe of their Revenue, 

and the Advantages of their Station ? 

E. Yes marry do they; and were it not for 
thoſe worthy Ends they would be dragged by 
no Violence from their Studies in the Obſcurity 
of a College, or the Privacy of a Country 


Pariſh; and as for their Families, if they have 


any Food and Raiment convenient for them, 
they leave the reſt to Providence. Indeed, 
they have Preferments in their Gifts ſufficient 
to ſupport their Sons in a handſome. Manner, 
but Detur digniſſimo is the Word. It a Biſhop's 


3 Son be the molt learned Clergyman in the 


Diocelc, as it generally happens under the In- 
fluence of Paternal Example, Simili frondeſcit 
| C2 VIrga 


( x8 }) | 

virga metallo, as the Poet ſings; and if th 
Father upon a ſtrict Examination finds him ſo, 
then indeed he will advance him perhaps: to an 
Archdeaconry, or to a good Living; but what 
of that ? He ſends him out bare, and withbut 
Furniture, without giving him ſo much as a 
little Senſe, or his Common - plact· bob k Hor 
one old Sermon, or the Jeaſt Hint; or Diviſion, 
or general Head, but leaves che poor yo young 
Man, who is not uſed to hard Labour, to work 
and ſweat, andmake it all out of his own Brain; 
in ſhort, it is a dne thing to y Oi: a LIN 
Son. ene f 

„Dt is & at this * very: one would think 
they might make ſome Allowance, and incline 
alittle in Favour of their own Fleſh and Blood. 
E. No doubt, they have been often told 
ſo, but they will not bear the Thoughts of it; 
they will haye no reſpect of Perſons : If my 
Lady.the Mother was to beg upon her bended 
Knees it would ſignify nothing; I do aſſure you 
when a Biſhop examines his Son for Orders, 
he works him about the Pig- market; he asks 
him the hardeſt Queſtions, and puts him to 
the crabbideſt Place in all the Book. And then 
for their Daughters 

D. I knew a Biſhop that t his Daugh- 
ters to Clergymen, and provided handſomly 
for them. 
E. But how is that? If a Clergyman falls in 

love with a Biſhop's Daughter (and indeed they 
are the moſt beautiful and accompliſhed young 
Ladies in the Kingdom) he knows he is to 


expect 


Merits; the Biſh 


m 
expect nothing from the Father but by his 


op tells him ſo beforehand. 
elf you have a Mind to my Daughter, God 


_ « bleſs. you both together; but look for no 
Preferment from me upon that Account; 


my Favours are the Rewards of hard Study, 


© of :fonhd Principles and regular Behaviour; 


you niuft ſhine ſicut inter Stellas Luna mi- 
*-nores,'to'be diſtinguiſhed by me. So that if 


you ſee the Son or Relation of a Biſhop raiſed 
to the higheſt Preferments in the Church, you 


may depend upon it he is the moſt Learned 
and the beſt Preacher in all the Dioceſe. You'll 
find it a difficult Matter to prove the con- 
trary. Ve 2 15 585 Jer FH 6 
D. Does a Biſhop give his Daughters no For- 
ume n Mone, | 
E. A very Trifle; beſides his Bleſſing, and 
how can it be? what with Charity at home and 
Charity abroad, with endowing of Hoſpitals, 
and founding of Exhibitions, and buying 
Books in all the Eaſtern Languages to con- 
vert the Jews and Arabians, what can be 
ſaved? I think the Natural Piety and Virtuc 
of a Biſhop's Daughter is Portion ſufficient and 
a competent Stock for a young Clergyman to 
begin with. 108K act 


D. Bur I have heard that a Female Rela- 


tion, or a Waiting-woman in a Biſhop's Family 
is ſometimes married to a Clergyman who has 
aLiving given him upon that Account. 
E. There is no ſuch Thing; I defy the 
rankeſt Presbyterian to produce one Inſtance 
of it ſince the Reformation. 1 


( 14 ) 
D. I hope then, they obſerve the aha 


rigid Impartiality in preferting any Clergyman 


upon the ſtrongeſt nnn ndation A 
others? 4h 


E. They I do aſſure you; for n dow 


and I, if the greateſt King, or Prince, or Duke, 
or Earl in all the World recommends a Clergy- 

man to a Biſhop, he firſt examines him ſtrictly 
in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and if he 
catches him tripping he is rejected; there is 
no Regard to the greateſt Power or the higheſt 
Title, he is ſent away Re infectd, with a Flea 


in. his Ear, and makes as ſilly a Figure, as if he 


had been recommended by You or Me. 

D. Good lack! 

E. I tell you tis Merit only muſt do the 
Buſineſs; andto encourage Merit there is a moſt 
laudable Cuſtom now univerſally followed by 
all the Governors of the Church, which is, to 

keep a conſtant Correſpondence with the 
Heads of all the Colleges in both Univerſities; 
and when they find a poor Lad of promiſing 
Parts, and a good ſober Behaviour, one of the 
Biſhops, whole Turn it is, immediately adopts 
him for his own, makes him a handſome Al- 
lowance to live comfortably, ſends for him 
at proper Times to his own Palace to have him 
under his Eye; there he directs him in the Me- 
thod of his Studics, ſettles him in good Prin- 
ciples, and particularly in a Love and Venera- 
tion for the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 
Eſtabliſned Church; and when he is quali- 
ficd for Orders, he advances him gradually hot 
the 


4 


Gee 


| the h 
| ference to all Sons and Relations in the World. 


( 15) 


igheſt Dignities, and gives him the Pre- 


D. But do net Biſhops generally appoint 
one of their Relations to be _—_ W 
or. ſo ho d i - nh aft of 

E. Very eaxely 35 their Way is to ook! out 


| for. ſome; worthy Clergyman in their Dioceſe 


who is reduced to Misfortunes, or ſome y young 
Student juſt in Orders; ſuch a One they take 
into their Family, and allow him the ſmall 
Perquiſites of that Employment, and ſmall 
enough they ate, God knows: But if no ſuch 
Perſon can be found, which ſcarce ever hap- 
pens, then they will make uſe of a Nephew 
of ſhining Parts, or ſome diſtant Relation ; and 
where's the mighty Harm of this? 
D. None in the leaſt. 
E. Then, as for Pride and Ambition 
D. Have Biſhops no Pride or Ambition? 
E. No more than a ſucking Child; and 
tho tis well known that the Biſhops in England 
are deſcended from the beſt and moſt ancient 
Families in the Kingdom, you never hear 


them talk of their Pedigrees, they are rather 


the more humble on that Account. One is 
the Son of Duke, another the Son of a —— 
I tell you they are not like Muſhrooms ſprung. 
up in a Night, or raiſed in a Minute like Puff- 
paſte ; they have no Occaſion, like Upſtarts in 
other Proteſſions, to buy Coats of Arms at 
the Herald's Office : They and their Ladies. 
have them by Deſcent ; Ab Avis et kane . 
Avi numerantur 4 vorum. 1 
D. Do 


| 
, 
1 
14 
{1 
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D. Do they not affect to make a Figure at 


Court! 


E. Affect, aßiddle; They had rather live in a 
Cell than undergo the Fatigue of Attendance 
at any Court in Chriſtendom; but there they 
go.to diſcharge a good Conſcience; they are 
a ſort of Proteſtant Confeſſors ready to ſolve 
all difficult Caſes, to ſupport the Weak, to 
comfort the Afflicted, to relieve the Diſtreſſed, 


to chear up the Poorſpirited, to calc ſuch as 


are troubled with evil Thoughts, to de- 
liver ſuch as are under ſtrong Temptation. 
They have always before their Eyes that ex- 
cellent Canon of the Council of Sardis. The 
Fathers of that Synod obſerving that Biſhops 
uſcd to go to Court upon By-ends, and private 


Deſigns of their own, ordained that no Biſhop 
ſhould go to Court unleſs immcdiately ſum- 
mon'd by the Emperor's Letters, or that their 


Aſſiſtance was required to right the Widows 
or Orphans, and to reſcue them from the un- 
juſt Graſps of potent and mercileſs Oppreſlors. 
Fll tell you a Secret : If the greateſt King or 


Peer in the World was known to live in any 


habitual Sin, they would not ſuffer the Sin 
upon him one Moment, they would reprove 
him to his Face, tho' they were all ſure to pe- 


riſh in a Dungeon. 


D. Well done Doctor; but do not Biſhops 
delight to fit in the Parliament Houſe? 

E. They delight to ſerve their Country, if 
you will: There they ſit facere vota pro Re- 
Publica, to make Prayers, or Vows, or Votes 

for 


( 7 ) 
OY the Commonwealth, for ſo the Phraſe may 
| be tranſlated; thus we read! in Horace, Voti com- 


pos, a Man has a good Vote; ex voto Vivitur, 


when 2 Man lives according to his Vote; nec 


Dolo vivitur uno, when he keeps a good 
Houſe by giving a double Vote. They ſit in 


in Parliament, uc quid detrimenti capiat Ec- 
cleſia, that the Church ſuffers no Wrong. 


And 'tis moſt comfortable to obſerve how they 


are all inſpired with a wonderful Spirit of 


Concord and Unanimity ; for they all Pray, 


or Vow, or Vote the ſame way, yet every one 
ſeverally follows the Dictates of his Conſcience, 
and Votes as the Merits of the Cauſe require. 


They act by a ſort of divine Inſtinct, without 


any manner of Communication with one ano- 
ther. They are like the ſeventy Interpreters 
that tranſlated the Old Teſtament into Greek, 
they were locked up ſeparately in different 
Cells, yet they ſay, there was not a Syllable 
difference in their ſeveral Tranſlations ; ſo 


theſe Interpreters of Holy Writ, without 


ſpeaking a Word to one another agree always 
in their Prayers or Votes, they riſe up as one 
Man, they are of one Heart and of one Soul. 
Delight to ſit in Parliaments? ſo far from it 


any more than their Duty obliges them, that 


they never concern themſelves about the E- 
lection of Parliament Men in the Country 
where they live; they never offer to cloſet, 
to ſend circular Letters to influence or menace 
their Clergy, their Tenants or their Tradeſmen, 


but leave them all to their Liberty to Vote as 


D | their 
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D. Do they not affect to make 4 Figure at 


Court? 13 6] 


E. Affect, afiddle ; They had nber lire in a 


Cell than under; go the Fatigue of Attendance 


at any Court in Chriſtendom z but there they 


go to diſcharge. a good Conſcience; they are 
a ſort of — Confeſſors ready to ſolve 


all difficult Caſes, to ſupport the Weak, to 
comfort the Afflicted, to relieve the Diſtreſſed, 


to chear up the Poorſpirited, to eaſe ſuch as 
are troubled with evil Thoughts, to de- 
liver ſuch as are under ſtrong Temptation. 


They have always before theit Eyes that ex- 
cellent Canon of the Council of Sardis. The 


Fathers of that Synod obſerving that Biſhops 


uſed to go to Court upon By- ends, and private 
Deſigns of their own, ordained that no Biſhop 
ſhould go to Court unleſs immediately . ſum- 
mon'd by the Emperor's Letters, or that their 
Aſſiſtance was required to right the Widows 
or Orphans, and to reſcue them from the un- 
juſt Graſps of potent and mercileſs Oppreſlors. 


Fil tell you a Secret: If the greateſt King or 


Peer in the World was known to live in any 
habitual Sin, they would not ſuffer the Sin 
upon him one Moment, they would reprove 
him to his Face, tho' they were all ſure to pe- 
riſh in a Dungeon. 

D. Well done Doctor; but do not Biſhops 
delight to ſit in the Parliament Houſe? 

E. They delight to ſerve their Country, if 
you will: There they ſit facere vota pro Re- 


public, to make Prayers, or V 0WS, or Votes 


for | 


TH). 


: Bo the Commonwealth, for ſo the Phraſe may 
be tranſlated; thus we read in Horace, Voti com. 
Fos, a Man has a good Vote; ex voto Vivitur, 
When a Man lives according to his Vote; nec 
j boro vivitur uno, when he keeps a good 
y Houſe by giving a double Vote. They ſit in 
in Parliament, ne quid detrimenti capiat Ec- 
cleſia ta, that the Church ſuffers no Wrong. 
And tis moſt comfortable to obſerve how they 
are all inſpired with a wonderful Spirit of 
| Concord and Unanimity; for they all Pray, 
of Vow, or Vote the ſame way, yet every one 
| ſeyerally follows the Dictates of his Conſcience, 
and Votes as the Merits of the Cauſe require. 
b They act by a ſort of divine Inſtinct, without 
any manner of Communication with one ano- 
ther. They are like the ſeventy Interpreters 
that tranſlated the Old Teſtament into Greek, 
they were locked up ſeparately in different 
Cells, yet they ſay, there was not a Syllable 
difference in their ſeveral Tranſlations ; ſo 
theſe Interpreters of Holy Writ, without 
i ſpeaking a Word to one another agree always 
in their Prayers or Votes, they riſe up as one 


Man, they are of one Heart and of one Soul. 


| Delight to ſit in Parliaments? ſo far from it 


any more than their Duty obliges them, that 


they never concern themſelves about the E- 
lection of Parliament Men in the Country 
where they live; they never offer to cloſet, 
to ſend circular Letters to influence or menace 


their Clergy, their Tenants or their Tradeſmen, 


but leave them all to their Liberty to Vote as 


D A their 


1.99 ] 
118 their Conſciences direct, without Favour or 
h Affection. They do not hurry their Servants 
1 abroad at all Hours, Night and Day, and make 
them ſcour about the Country on the Coach- 
||| Horſes through thick and thin; or keep their 
Ji Cellars open to make a Party, but cvery Man 
Wil that belongs to them remains free and unbiaſſed 
ij According to Act of Parliament, and the cſta- 
0 bliſhed Liberty of the Subject, and fundamental 
HH Rights of the Conſtitution. 
D. That's Glorious! but nave Biſhops no 
| Pride? 
! E. Did you ever obſerve them to ſtrut or 
i ſwagger, or Puff out their Scarves? Do they 
git ſpread open or diſplay their ſilken ſhining Cir- 
10 _  emmgles over their Caſſocks? No, they Wrap 
Til themſelves cloſe in their Holy Veſtments, they 
| [i walk ſoftly with their Eyes downward up- 
3118 on the Ground, inwardly lamenting and be- 
| ill | moaning the flagrant Wickedneſs of a ſinful 
Pl Nation. You may be ſure thoſe thin lean 
Bodies, and Pale ſad Countenances are the Ef- 
fects of long Faſting, ſtrong Crying and T cars, 
$188 of hard Study, and continual Mortification. 
$1180 5 D. I don't know what you mean by Pale 
1 Faces, but I have ſeen a Biſhop with a Red Face 
before now. 
E. And have you not ſcen Ladies with red 
Faces by drinking of too much Water! 
D. But dear Door, are not Biſhops cxcecd- 
ingly pleaſed to ride in Coaches? 
E. What would you have thoſe ride in who 
have almoſt crippled themſelves by a ſtudious 
| {cden- 
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fedentary Life, and their Limbs are benumb'd 
ſo that they are ſcarcc able to walk? But then 
they always pull up the Blinds, for the Huz- 
Zacs and Acclamations of the People would 


be troubleſome to them if they were ſeen as 


they paſs along; Popularity gives them Of- 


- fence. 


O Mr. Dobſon, give me leave, indulge. 
me or my Heart will burſt: There is ſome- 
thing fo peculiarly noble in a Biſtops Lady 


as ſhe ſits in her Coach, whether you obſerve 


the Beauty and Dignity of her Perſon, the Ma- 
jeſty of her Appearance, the Gentcelneſs of her 
Dreſs, nothing of the *Dowdy about her; 
with what Gracefulneſs ſhe ſits as if ſhe was 
born for Greatnels : O they are the Ornaments 
of their Sex, the Patterns of Politeneſs, Ele- 


gancy, and Decorum, the Deliciæ humani 


Ceneris, raiſed on purpoſe by Providence to 
be the Nurſing Mothers of the————Did you 


never obſerve a Biſhop's Lady in her Coach 
at a Mercer's Door upon Ludzate Hill, how 


humbly ſhe looks with her little Daughters, 
pretty Moppets! about her, teaching them to 
Knot and lay their Catechiſins? You might 
twear ſhe was an Zp:iſcopa! Gentlewoman with- 
out ſecing the Golden Mitre on the Outſide. 

D. Iis wonderful I confeſs, but Doctor, 
let us oon: 4 Biſhop muſt be the Husvand of 


one Wife; no doubt of it, he ought not to 


have two at one Time, 

E. Pray, Mr. Dobſon, leave the expound— 

ing of Scripture to me, I think it is more my 

Province. This Injunction docs not relate to 
5 a Plu- 


( 20 ) 
a Plurality of Wives, but ' tis as much as if one 
ſhould ſay What would you give to know? _ 
D. Not much; but pray Doctor was there 


ever any ſuch a Thing as a | Dilhop s committ- 
ing Fornication? 

+ + 0 | 

D. Nor Adultery? 

E. No, never. 

D. But did a Biſhop never look upon a 
Woman to luſt after her, and ſo commit A- 
dultery with her in his Heart? 
E. Yes, Popiſh Biſhops in abundance : 
They all commit Adultery "wi the Whore of 


Babylon, and with other looſe Huſſey's, or 


they are much belied. But I never heard 
nor read of a Proteſtant Biſhop's being a 
Whoremonger nor Adulterer, name one if 
you dare. 

D. Nor Archbiſhop? 

E. No. | 

D. Good lack! but do they never look up- 
on a pretty Woman with Delight? Do they 
never drink Tea among the Ladies! 

E. They look upon a fine Woman as you 
do upon a beautiful Horſe, to admire the 
Works of the Creation, but without any man- 
ner of Concupiſcence I aſſure you. 

Di. And then, they wear ſuch huge broad- 
brim'd Hats on purpoſe to kecp their Eyes 
from wandring upon ſtrange Objects? 


E. Well obſery'd, they do ſo; and as for 


drinking Tea among the Ladies, they do it to 


have the better Opportunity to draw them off 


from 


A 980 8 
5 1 
e — 


f 
f 
I 
f 


m 


( 21 ) 


from the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 


World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. 
They are ever meditating upon theſe Verſes, 
which (as you mey ſce in the Office) they ſing 
when they are conſecrated. 


Our Weakneſs ſtrengthen and confirm, 
(For, Lord, thou know ft us frail) 
That neither Devil, IVorld, nor Fleſh 


Againſt us may prevail. 


They do not ſpend their Time upon trifling 
Subjects, pinching of Snußt, admiring their 
Ribbons, or gallanting their Fans, but in ex- 


plaining the Catechiſm, or expounding ſome 
difficult Text. O, tis a Heaven upon Earth, 


to ſir at a Tea-Table with a Biſhop, or, in- 


| deed, with a Biſhop's Lady. 


D. Do not ſome Biſhops keep Ladies in 


: their Houſes, whom they call Couſims, or 
Nieces? 


E. No, never; and in this they are truly 


primitive; for in the firſt Ages of the Cuurch 


particular Care was taken, that no Biſhop, un— 


der Penalty of being depoſed, ſhould enter— 
tain any Woman in his Family, cither Rela- 


tion, or Stranger, that ſo all Pretence, either 
of Tempration or Scandal might be cut off. 
D. But, dear Doctor, may not a Biſhop 


have wandering Thoughts ; 


E. Mr. Dobſon, ask pertinent Queſtions : 


It is no jeſting Matter, Ludere cam Sacrzs : 


You will ask me by and by, if Biſhops do not 
go to Plays? 
D. Now 


622) 
D. Now you ſpeak of that, I will not ſay 
that Biſhops-go to Plays, but I am ſure ſome 
of them read Plays, and very ſmutty ones too. 
Pray, did not a Biſhop publiſh ſome Latin 
Plays, Terence's Comedies? I am ſure there 
is Bawdy in ſome of them ; I have read them : 
There's a plump juicy Girl, would make your 
Teeth water : And then there's a Plot to de- 
bauch a Woman, by a Man that pretends to 
have no Stones. I thought a Biſhop might 
find himſelf better Buſineſs than to recom- 
mend and explain ſuch Stuff as that. I faw, 
lately an A——-—'s Name among a Lift - 
Subſcribers to a Collection of old Plays, in 
which arc Expreſſions ſo obſcene, ſo filthy, 2 


lewd and impious — Ah, Doctor, there are 
other Sluts in the World beſide the Whore 
of Babylon. 


E. | have a good mind to cite you into the 
Spiritual Court for Dcfamation : I ſce you 
obſcrve no Bounds : I'il have no more to ſay 
to you : I renounce all Communication with 
you: Here am I taking all the Pains to edify 

and improve your Underſtanding, and you 
affront me to my Teeth : I will never darken 
your Doors again. 

Y. Pardon me, Reverend Sir, this one 
time; don't, I beſcech you, let me loſe your 
learned Acquaintance. [ beg you would bring 
good Mrs. Evans to cat a Bit of roaſt Pig 
with me tomorrow. 

E. Have you broached the Barrel of Ale 
you told me of? I am ſomewhat haſty, I 
| | OWN ; 


168 


: own; but, upon your Submiſſion, I paſs it 
by. 


D. Do Biſhops love their J/7ves as cui 


! loved his Church ? 


E. Yes, they do, and would lay down their 


Lives to fave them. 


D. Do Biſhops (as the Office directs) rule 


their Wives well! 


E. Ves; mighty well. 
D. Is not a Biſhop's Dioceſe ſaid to be his 


ſpiritual Wife £ How. then comes he, for the 


fake of a richer Dower, to leave his firft Love, 


and to give her a Bill of Divorce, and to marry 
| himſelf to another Biſhoprick ? 


E. The old Presbyterian Cant! A Biſhop, 


you muſt know, is not married to any parti- 
cular Dioceſe, but to the Church in general. 


I find you are nibbling about the Tranſlation 


of Biſhops; that Practice, I do aſſure you, 1s 
| juſtified by the Uſe of the firſt and pureſt Ages, 


from the 8 Days down to the Times we 


live in; it is Jure divino, and may be proved 


by undeniable Authority. Do not you read 


expreſly that Enoch was tranſlated ? 


D. You have convinced me; and yet, not- 


- withſtanding this plain Proof, I hay c read ſome- 
where of a Biſhop of Rocheſter | in former Days, 


one Fiſber, who, when he was offer'd a richer 
ny, was uſed to ſay, his Church was his 
Wife, and he would never part with her be— 
cauſe ſhe was poor. 
E. He was a Popiſh Biſhop ; don't mind 


bim; Foxes and Firebrands! Papifts and Pre/- 


byterians ! 


(as) 


Urige all againſt the poor Church of Eng- 

land! God help her! 

D. I remember now; it was in Colliers 
Church Hiſtory where I read that Saying of the 
Biſhop's ; and the ſame Writer, in another 
Place, ſpeaks ſomething of the Tranſlation of 
\ Biſhops, Tl turn to the Index; here it is; let 
me ſee; look here, Doctor, he ſays that © it 
js decreed by the Apoſtles Canons, that it 


is not lawful for a Biſhop to leave his own 


* Dioceſe, and remove to another, without a 
" juſtifiable Motive; that is, unleſs he has a 
< fair Proſpect of doing more Service to the 
« Church upon ſuch a Tranſlation. But even 
in this Caſe he is not to remove without 
* ſtrong Sollicitation, and by the Order of a 


cc 


<« great Number of Biſhops. The Council ot 


(c 


Nice ſays, if any Biſhop quits his own Sec 
and ſettles in another, his Tranſlation ſhall 


< be void, and he ſhall be return'd to the Dio- 


c ceſe to which he was at firſt conſecrated. 


And the Council of Sardica complain'd 
<« that Covetouſneſs and Ambition had brought 
< an ill Cuſtom upon the Church; that it 


cc 
"44 


cc 


« that an Inſtance the other way was ſeldom 
* or never to be met with; from whence it 
was plain they were govern'd by Conlidera- 
tions of Intereſt.“ Now, ſpare me a Que- 
ſtion or two. Are Biſhops tranſlated merely 
becauſe they can do the Church wore Service 
in a rich Biſhopric than a wr one? Do they 


cc 


deny 


was too common a Practice for Biſhops to 
remove from a leſs See to a greater, and 


1 


5 deny to be tranſlated till they are preſs'd by 
the ſtrongeſt Sollicitation? Do all the reſt of 
Biſhops e go to him in a Body, and beg of him 
to be tranſlated ? Do they ever deſire to be 
4 tranſlated from a rich Biſhopric to a poor one, 
becauſe they may be able to do more Se 
to the Church? 


E. All Forgery ! Popery ! Fot! That 


Collier was a rank Jacobite! a Nonjuror ! 
Give me my Hat and Gloves. That Book ought 
to be burnt by the Hangman. I won't ſtay a 
Moment, let: the Earth ſhould open and ſwal- 
low us up, and the Houſe tumble about our 
R 


D. Patience, Reverend Sir, I only refer you 


to what I have read; you know I have often 
told you I was pretty near the upper End of 
Paul's School, and, though I may not talk 
ſo learnedly as you Gentlemen of the Univer- 
ſity, I have read a great deal of Engliſh Hiſtory. 
But I am of your Opinion all the while; 1 
think as well of Biſhops as you do, and would 
go as far to ſerve them. 


E. Say'ſt thou ſo! Give me thy Hand; then 


III fill he other Pipe. I tell you, once for all, 
that no Biſhop would endure the Thoughts of 
being tranſlated, unleſs he was ſure it was for 
the Good of the Church; and what think 
you is the Reaſon that the ſame holy Man will 
be a Biſtop of one Church, Dean of another, 


Prebend of another, hold a Living or two in 


Commendam, and take the Trouble of other 
Cures upon him, but only ro qualify himſelf 


to 


* 


to do the more Good in his Generation? and if 
they thought that other Clergymen would pro- 


mote the Buſineſs of Charity and Religion in 
thoſe Bencficcs, with an equal or ſuperior In- 


duſtry and Care, they would inſtantly renounce 
them all; but, alas! Mr. Dobſon, the Harveſt 
truly is great, but the Labourers are few, very 
few! Could they find Perſons proper to receive 
them, they would ſoon reſign their Pluraliries 
but when, upon ſtrict Enquiry, no ſuch are to 
be found, they keep them in their own Hands 
for thoſe worthy and pious Purpoſcs. Nay, 
they arc ſo eager and reſolute to advance thoſe 
excellent Ends, that you will, ſometimes, ſce 


a holy Man refuſe, as it were, a Bz/ſhopr:c, un- 
leſs he be, likewiſe, allow'd to be a Dean, a 


Prebend and a Rector, for fear the Duties of 


thoſe Places ſhould not be ſo properly exe- 


cuted, and their Revenues not conſcientioufly N 
managed for the Good of Souls. I am well 


aſſured they do not ſave a Penny of the Profits 


into their own Pockets, but lay it out in the 


moſt uſeful and extenſive Charitics, to ſupport 


poor Vicars; to ſupply the Wants of the in- 


ferior Clergy; to found Libraries in Market- 


Towns, in uſum Cleri; to build Parſonage- 
Houſes, that are now running into Decay all 
over England; to repair the Epiſcopal Palaces, 


eſpecially in Wales; to relieve the Fatherleſs, 
and make the Widow's Heart to ling. 
D. You were ſaying, Doctor, that the Bi- 
ſnops, ſometimes, bold a Living or two in 
: Commendam, 


in 
7, 


1 
1 


f „ 
J Commendant what is the Meaning of that 


E. Sir, 1 do not take x upon me to be a re- 


gular Doctor, but only am call'd ſo by the 
Courteſy of England. Why, you muſt know, 
that, in ſome of the ſmall Biſhopricks, that 


do not exceed above five or ſix hundred, or a 


thouſand Pounds a Ycar, (and what 1s that for 
the Repreſentatjve of an Apoſtle?) there is, 
ſometimes, a good Living annex d, and, ſome- 
times, the King (God bleſs him and his Royal 
- Houic for ever!) is ſo gracious as to permit 
the holy Man to hold a Living, or a Dignity, 
which he had before, along with his Biſhop- 
ric, to aſſiſt him to ſupport the Character of 
Bis Function, to enable h m to keep a better 
Table, and to enlarge his charitable Heart; 
and theſe good Deſigns, 1 dare ſay, are exc- 


cuted to a tittle; a very Trifle is laid up to 


make Proviſion for his Family; the Poor are 
his Penſioners, they are his Children. 


D. But, how is it that the ſame holy Man 


ſhould be the Head of a Church in one Dio- 
ceſe, and be a Pariſh Prieſt, and ſubject to 


another Biſhop, in another ———— ; how lſuch 


unbecoming Condeſcenſions, ſüch ſhifting of 


Scenes, ſuch mean Sinking in their Characters, 
from being Biſtops to become Parochial 


Prieſts in other Dioceſes, how ſuch. a Practice, 
ſuch an irregular kind of Plurality agrees With 
the Canons and Diſclpline of the Church, 1 


could never yet be able ro comprehend. 
E 2 E. What 
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to do the more Good in his Generation? and if ö 


they thought that other Clergymen would pro- 


mote the Buſineſs of Charity and Religion in 3 


thoſe Beneficcs, with an equal or ſuperior In- 


duſtry and Care, they would inſtantly renounce 


them all; but, alas! Mr. Dobſon, the Harveſt | 


truly is great, but the Labourers are few, very 
few! Could they find Perſons proper to receive 


them, they would ſoon reſign their Pluralities; 
but when, upon ſtrict Enquiry, no ſuch are to 


be found, they keep them in their own Hands 


for thoſe worthy and pious Purpoſcs. Nay, 


they arc ſo cager and reſolute to advance thoſe 


excellent Ends, that you will, ſomctimes, ſce 


a holy Man refuſe, as it were, a Bzhoprzc, un- 


leſs he be, likewiſe, allow'd to be a Dean, a 


Prebend and a Rector, for fear the Duties of 


thoſe Places ſhould not be ſo properly exc- 


cuted, and their Revenues not conſcicntioufly 
managed for the Good of Souls. I am well 
aſſured they do not ſave a Penny of the Profits 
into their own Pockets, but lay it out in the 
moſt uſeful and extenſive Charitics, to ſupport . 
poor Vicars; to ſupply the Wants of the in. 
ferior Clergy; to found Libraries in Market. 


Towns, in uſum Cleri; to build Parſonage. 
Houſes, that are now running into Decay all 
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over England ; to repair the Epiſcopal Palaces, f 


eſpecially in Wales; to relieve the Fatherleſs, 
and make the Widow's Heart to ſing. 
D. You were ſaying, Doctor, that the Bi 


ſhops, ſometimes, hold a Living or two in e 
Comnendan ; 


0 


it 


agc- · 


all 


„ 
Commendam, what is the Meaning of that 
Word? 


gular Doctor, but only am call'd ſo by 


E. Sir, J do not take upon me to be a re- 
the 
Courteſy of England. Why, you muſt He, 
that, in ſome of the ſmall Biſhopricks, that 
do not exceed above five or ſix hundred, or a 
thouſand Pounds a Ycar, (and what is that for 


the Repreſentatjve of an Apoſtle?) there is, 
AJomctimes, a good Living annex'd, and, ſome- 
times, the King (God blels him and his Royal 
Houle for ever!) 
the holy Man to hold a Living, or a Dignity, 
which he had before, along with his Biſhop- 


is ſo gracious as to permit 


ric, to aſſiſt him to ſupport the Character of 


his Function, to enable h m to keep a better 


able, and to enlarge his charitable Heart; 
and theſe good Deſigns, dare ſay, are exe- 
cuted to a "rittle ; a very Trifle is laid up to 
make Proviſion for his Family; the Poor are 
his Penſioners, they are his Children. 
1 how is it that the ſame holy Man 
ſhould be the Head of a Church in one Dio- 


ceſe, and be a Pariſo Prieft, and ſubjc to 


another Biſhop, in another ———— ; how tuch 


unbecoming Condeſcenſions, ſuch ſhifting of 
Scenes, ſuch mean Sinking in their C harackers, 


CES, from being Biſhops to become Parochial 


leſs, 


"Prieſts in other Dioceſes, how ſuch a Practice, 
ſuch an irregular kind of Plurality agrees with 


Bi 'the Canons "and Diſclpline of the Church, 1 


O in could never 


lan, 


yet be able to comprehend. 
E 2 E. What 


'F WF] 

E. What ſignifies it whether you can com- 
prehend it or not? Will you deny the King's 
Supremacy ? Pray, was not Amos a Prophet 
of the Lord, and, at the ſame time, one of 
the Herdmen of Tekoa ? 

D. Very true, Doctor; I am fatisfy'd. 
Now, if you picaſe, we'll go on a little far- 
ther. AI Biſhop muſt be vigilant, ſober, of 
good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality. 


E. That is, He muſt be temperate, and not ö 


indulge the rapacious Cravings of his Sto- 
mach; he muſt keep a good Look- -out, and be 
upon the Watch; and above all, and for the 
fake of all, ſupport a gencrous and well-ſpread 
Table, to entertain Strangers, to receive his 
Clergy, and welcome his Neizhbours; not 
that he is to make his Houle an Inn or a 
Tavern, open at all Hours, and free to all 
Comers. | 1 5 
D. I take you right. But how can they be 
ſaid to keep up to this Precept of the Apoſtle, 


when not one in ſix of them lives in his own 


proper Dioccle? 

E. What of that? tho' they do not refide 
conſtantly in their Country Palaces becauſe 
they are obliged to take care of the Church, 
and the King, and the Nation in Parliament, 
yet they provide that as plentiful a Houſe be 
kept in their Abſence as if they were them- 
ſclves upon the Spot. They do not when 
they come away faſten up the Doors, and let 
the Graſs grow in the : County ard, but they 
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8 leave a regular Table behind them. There is 
achaplain to repreſent his Lordſhip, a Steward 
1 and proper Servants, and the Bell rings, and 
f the Cloth is laid and ſumptuouſly covered, 
- where the Clergy, the neighbouring Gentry, | 
J. and the Yoemanry are handſomly received, 
'- and their Horſes put into the Stable and well 
f rubbed down, and the Poor of the adjacent 
_ Villages are comfortably fed, and ſent away 
dt with full Bellies, and ſometimes with a Piece 
of Money in their Pocket beſides; There the 
e Traveller and the Stranger are welcome, at 
le all times, to a Slice of Bread and a Cup of 
d Ale; the People of the Country do not feel 
is the Want of Monaſteries and Religious Houſes, 
Mt which uſed to beſtow their Alms and their 5 
a Hoſpitality ſo liberally among them, as long 
las their Room is ſo well ſupply d by the boun- 
tiful Diſtributions of the Biſhop of the Dio- 
de ceſe. They remember faithfully the Que- 
e, ſtion put to them, when they arc conſecrated. 


'N 

Mill you fhew yourſelf the; and be mer- 
de ciful, for Chriſt's ſake, to Poor and 
ſe Needy, and to all Strangers deſtitute of 
h, Help HR 
4 Anſwer. 5 
n- I will o ftew myſelf, by God's Help. 
en 


ct And, then, when the Buſineſs of the Nation 
ey calls them to London, they do not, like ſome 
ve Members of Parliament, hide themſelves in 

obſcure 


( 30 ) 


obſcure Corners, that their People do not 


know where to find them. They do not take 


private Lodgings, or hire little, pitiful Houſes 
of two Rooms on a Floor, in dark Lanes or 
Alleys, but (if they have no Palaces in Town 
that belong to their See) they chuſe the moſt 


open and public Streets, and the moſt ſpacious 5 


Houſes, where they live nobly and magnifi- 
ccntly, like Peers of the Realm; here their 
Clergy, when they come to Town, are wel- 
come ; here they are entertain'd at Bed and 
Board; here they have the Benefit of my Lord's 


Library, to employ themſelves at leiſure | 


Hours; the poor young Candidates for Orders 
remain here, and are ſupply'd with cvery thing, 


till they are ordain d; and the Poor are daily 


relieved by the Porter, in the great Court. 


Lou may caſily know where a Biſhop lives, by 1 


the Crowd of poor People in the Street before 
the Door, ſo that Paſſengers can ſcarce go 
along; it is really a Grievance to the Neigh- 
bours, they have hardly Room to go about their 
lawful Buſineſs, eſpecially in Chri/tmas time, 


when the Steward is dclivering out the Beef 


and Coals, and fitting the elder Sort with their 


grey Gowns. To prove how unbounded is 
the Extent of Prelatical Charity, how ſoft 


and tender Epiſcopal Bowels are towards the 


Miſeries of the Poor, do but look into the Liſt _ 
of Benefactors for the Relief of the Suſfercrs 
by the Fire at Cred;zton. — O, Sir! when a 


| Biſhop goes to cep with his Fathers; when 
he is taken from us by the Stroak of Death; 


when 1 
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2 when he is hid from our Eyes, and is no more, 


f What a Thunderclap is felt throughout the Na- 
tion! What running to the Churches and the 
Altars! What beating of Breaſts, wringing of 
: Hands, and diſheyelling of Hair, as in Times 
. of national Calamity and Diſtreſs! He is gone 
„ Ae is gone! My Father ! My Father ! The 


Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof! 
Then; then we find the Loſs; Virtutem in- 
| Columem odimus, ſublatam ex oculis querimus 
' #nvidi. Were he not like the Golden Bough, 
in the Evangelical Poet, 


' Primo avulſo, non deficit alter Aureus; 
(Y 


4 We ſhould be utterly inconſolable. — The 
Peath of the great St. Baſil ſtrikes full upon 
my Memory. When that worthy Prelate 
lay a dying, the whole City came about him, 
not able to bear the Thoughts of his Depar- 
A türe; they pray'd as if they would lay hands 
„upon his very Soul, and, by force, detain it 
in his Body; they were diſtracted with the 
24 Thoughts of ſo great a Loſs. His Funcral was 
ef ſolemnized with all poſlible Teſtimonies of 


cit Love and honourable Attendance, and with 
| 5 the abundant Tears not only of CHriſtians, but 
At of Fews and Heathens. The Confluence was 
nc Ifo great, that many were preſs'd to death in 
ait the Crowd, and ſent to bear him company to 
ers his long Home. An exact Type of the pious 
4 Times we live in! ſaving that not quite fo 
. many are trod to Death now as were formerly. 
7 N | 


Y. But, 
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D. But, Sir, I have often heard the Clergy 
complain, that when they have dined with the 
Biſbop, and are coming away, they are forced 
to run the Gant/ope through a Lane of impu- 
dent Footmen and Servants, who look upon 
them as the Devil over Lincoln, if every one 


does not give them a Shilling a- piece, when 


ſome of them have not one more in their 
Pockets. This is a great Hardſhip upon the 
poor Clergy, who pay dear for their Dinners. 
Where's the Hoſpitality of this Practice? 

E. I don't believe a Word of it; I never 


gave a Biſhop's Servant a Farthing in all my 


Life; not the Value of a Pipe of Tobacco. 


D. Pray, Mr. Evans, who does London- 


Houſe in Alderſgate- Street belong to? 
E. Why, to the Biſiop of London. 
D. There are no ſuch Doings in that Place 
as you talk of. No Biſtop has reſided there 
for many Years, nor any body to repreſcnt 
him. That ancient Building is all ruinous, and 


ſtrangely perverted ; it is let into ſcurvy Lod- 


gings and Apartments ; turn'd into Ware- 
houtes, Shops and Wine-Vaults, and made 


uſe of by a ſort of Tenants that do ſmall Re- 


putation to the Fabrick or the Landlord. I be- 


lieve the Biſhop would call the Miniſter of a 


Pariſh to a ſtrict Account, that ſhould let out 
his Parſonage-Houſe to ſuch odd Uſes, and ſuf- 


it to run to Ruin in ſuch a diſmal Manner. 


That vencrable Pile, where ſo many Kings 
and Princes have been entertain'd, and fat in 
Council, ſo many learned and renown'd Pre- 
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( 33 
hs Ridley, Bancroft, Sandys, King, and 


many other great Reformers, and the Glory of 
their Times, lived with ſo much Honour and 


Hoſpitality, is now become a Neſt of —. 


Would a Chriſtian believe, that one End of the 
Archbiſhop's Palace in Zork is converted to a 
| LO School, and the other End into a Play- 


Houſe £ The Epiſcopal Houſe at Worceſter, 
and in many other Sees, is all in Ruins.——1 do 
not ſuppoſe but large Sums have been received, 
from time to time, for Dilapidations; they 


| Hook ſharp enough after that. Pray, Sir, if ſuch 
Monies are not honeſtly laid out, where lies 
the Remedy, or who muſt call the Biſhop to 


Account? I have look'd into the Codex, and 


cannot find a Word upon this Subject. 


E. Let me tell you, your Inſinuation is vile 


and Atheiſtical. The inferior Clergy, if you 


will, look ſharp, as you call it, after Dilapi- 


dations, and, perhaps, are too rigid and hard- 
| hearted upon that Account; but the Right Re- 
verend Prelates proceed, in that Reſpect, with 


all Tenderneſs and Humanity; they conſider 


the Circumſtances of the Family leſt behind, 
and are more likely to aſſiſt them out of the 
Revenues of the enſuing Year, than to harraſs 
them with Dilapidations. Come, call a new 
Cauſe; read on. ; 


D. A Biſhop muſt be apt to Teach. 
E. They muſt be quality'd, by their Study 


of the Scriptures, and their great Skill in ex- 


plaining them, to inſtruct and feed the Flock 
committed to their Charge. And how can 


EE ä they 
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they be otherwiſe, when the whole Buſineſs 
of their Lives has been to turn over and medi- 
tate upon thoſe ſacred Pages ? when they have 
the Bible ad unguem, and have ſpent the 
choiceſt of their Time, their Breath and 
Strength in Catechiſing, in Expounding and 
Preaching ? They unravel all difficult Places, 


all the Similies, Types, Parables, Examples, Alle- 


gorics; they reconcile ſceming Contradictions, 
and can repeat you all the parallel Texts from 
the Beginning to the End. They are no . 
ſcure Perſons, that the World never heard of 
till they were call'd to the Chair; they are no 
Novices, or (as the old Tranſlation has it) no 
young Scholars, leſt they ſwell and fall into 
the Judgment of the evil Speaker; they are no 
freſh Men, no raw, unfledged, pen-feather'd 
Divines, but ripe and in full Plumage, the 
moſt ſtaunch and celebrated Doctors of the firſt 
Claſs, the admired Orators and Preachers of 
the Age. They have taken their Degrees, re. 
_ gularly, in our Univerſities, where their Name: 
will be immortal; they perform'd their Exer 
ciſes with Applauſe, and the Schools rung 
with the Acclamations of the Audience; the) 
preach'd Latin Sermons, read Lectures, were 
ſolid and acute in Diſputation, famous for de 
fending the primitive and pure Doctrines 
Chriſtianity, againſt Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socintans. 
Papiſts, Fanatics, Enthuſiaſts, Methodiſts 
Turks, Fews and Heathens ; their Doctrina 
and Controverſial Writings are admired and 
almoſt, adorcd all Europe over; their Sound i 
| gone 
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gone out into all Lands, and their Names, and 
their Fames too, unto the En ds of the World. 
Hoy can they be but apt to Teach, when they 


have read over all the Expoſitors, the Com- 
mentators in all Languages, all the Doctors of 


o 


the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches? There is 
not a Man of them, but may ſafely ſay of him- 
ſelf what the Oxford Muſe ſo ſweetly warbles: 


Notior at null; vox eft ſua quam mihi 


quicquid op 
Graius, Arabs, Italus, Chaldæus, Hebræus 
et Aſſur, 


Athiopeſve ſonant ſacrum aut Memphitica 


Coptos, „ N 

Is ſum qui Latices ex ipſo fonte petitos 

Malim, quam longo circum diducere Rivo. 

Hinc, ut me laudem, legi Targumque, Ma- 
ſoramque, | 


Onkelon er Kimchi, que te vel nomina ter- 
„ 3 | | 


Commentatores Nabbinos, Kabbala quicquid 


Implicuit nodis, cacoque Mnigmate texit. 


1 was exerciſing my Poetic Fancy, ſometime 
ago, in tranſlating theſe Lines into Engl 
Verſe; you know I have a pretty Knack at 
Poetry, though I do not make it my Profeſ- 
ſion; but, 


Dignum laude virum Muſa vetat mori. 


My Muſe forbids the worthy Man to die. 
F-2 I am 
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1 am glad I can repeat them; for, I am ſure 4 


| you will be pleaſed, 


There's no Man's Voice is to himſelf more 
known 
Than is to me the holy Religion 
Of Grecian, Arabian and Italian, 
Chaldzan, Hebræan and Aſſyrian, 
What the Athiopians teach, and what the 
Copti, 7 SY 
T am he Man; with Bucket and a Rope I 


_ Chuſe to draw Water from the Fountain- 


„ = To, 

Than from the wand'ring Streams the 

Rivers ſhed; 
And tho I praiſe myſelf ] have read the] 
Targum, Fe CY! 
The Maſora, Onkelos andKimchi's Jargon, . 
Whoſe very Names wou'd fright thee and ; 
the Devil into the Barga, 
The Rabbins Comments, and the TN 


That foldeth up its Meaning, I do ſay, 
In twiſted Knots and dark Ænigmata. 


What think you of that, my Boy! But if you 


chuſe to have it rather in Scripture Phraſe, it 


will run thus: Parthians and Medes, and 
Elamites, and the Dwellers in Meſopotamia, 


and in Judæa and Cappadocia, in Pontus and 
Aſia, Phrygia and 'Pamphylia, in Agypt 
and in the Parts of Lybia about Cyrene, Stran- 
gers of Rome, Jews and Proſelites, Cretes 


and Arabians, we do all hear them ſpeak in 
of „ 
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tour own Tongue the — The World would 
not be ſurprized to ſee a new Tranſlation of 
the Bible from the preſent Bench of Biſhops 3 
'there's not one of them but is capable to ex- 


ure 


ore 


ecute the Whole, had he but Time and 
They can repeat you every Syllable of More 
Nevoch, Medraſheoth, Pirke Avoth, Ke- 
ther Malcuth.— 
in the Face you would not think it; ſuch is 
the ſeeming Simplicity of their venerable Aſ- 
pects; but Fronti nulla Fides O Libro- 
rum Helluones! O Gormandiſers of Books! 
They have ſwallowed and digeſted all the Fa- 
thers, the Codes, Provincials, Decretals, 
 Pandetts, Councils, Canons; are Maſters of 


—— And yet to look them 


e] all the Schoolmen, not to fill their Heads and 
ſtuff their Writings with Quiddities and Quod- 
„ „ dities, and far-fetched unintelligible Diſtincti- 
4] ons, but to be able to reaſon cloſely, to ar- 
gue ſolidly, to rebuke, to confute, to reply, 


to rejoind, to ſyllogize, to criticize, to apo- 


logize, to advertize, to ſermonize, to decy- 
pherize, to— ; 


D. Heyday ! The Doctor is in a Rapture! 


ou E. They paſs to the Epiſcopal Chair through 
it all the lower Eccleſiaſtical Offices; they do 
ind not, as a learned Writer obſerves, commence 
ia, Divines and Biſhops the ſame Moment; nor 
nd are they like the Dragons Teeth that Cad- 
yt mus ſowed at Thebes, which immediately 
an- ſprung up Giants out of the Earth armed Cap- 
tes a-pee, perfect Men and perfect Warriors in one 
in Day —— Look into the Acta Eruditorum, 
our there 
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there you will ſee their Names mentioned 


with Honour, and their worthy Labours re- 
commended to Poſterity.— O Mr. Dobſon, 


could you but peep into a Biſbops Library, 


and ſce the Holy Man ſitting in his Purple Cap 
and Slippers, with his Table covered with Books 
in all the learned Languages, and like Julius 
Cæ ſar, dictating to two or three Amanuenſes 
at the ſame time, and directing a Correſpond- 
ence among the Literati over the known 
World Their Latin is neat, chaſte, elegant, 
and terſe, and ſo is their Y/elſb — They are 


Claſſical to the Back- bone. The Britijh Biſhops 


are better known Abroad than they are at 
Home: But a Prophet has no Honour in his 
own Country — Iluſtriſſimi Angliæ Præſu- 


les, Doctiſſimi Literarum Fautores Britannia 


Epiſcopi, or Iudefatigabiliſſimi, as they are 
called by the Learned Siberian. Theſe and 
ſuch are the Compellations uſed to our Pre- 
lates when they are addreſſed by Foreigners. 
 -——And then, as to that ſolemn Injunction of 
the Archbiſtop to the Biſhop Elect. 


Are you ready with all faithful Diligence 
to baniſh and drive away all erroneous 
and Strange Doctrine and both pri- 
vately and openly to call upon, and en- 
courage others to do the ſame? 


In this Caſe, 1 ſay, they are the Malle: 


Heæreticorum, Papiſtarum, Paganorum, tho 
Mauls, the Beetles and Wedges of Heretics, 


Papiſts, 
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 Payiſts; and Infidels; if a Blaſphemons or 
wicked Book creeps out one ot other of them 
ſoon cuts it to Pieces, to the utter Shame and 
Confuſion of the Gainſayer. They have an 
Antidote ready to expell the Poiſon ; they 
Pray againſt it, Preach againſt it, write againſt 
it, and encourage and ſollicit their Clergy to 
do the ſame. Such Reverend Champions they 


favour and diſtinguiſh, and prefer them before 
all the Relations in the World. They buy 


and diſperſe their Books, they aſſiſt them in 


their Studies, and warm them in their Boſoms. 


They do not as the Great Dons, in other 
Profeſſions, neglect, depreciate and brow- beat 
Writers of their own Order out of a Spirit of 
Party, or from a Principle of Envy, as if 
they obſcured their own Characters, or 
in ſhort, Hereſy and Infidelity never had 
fewer Friends and Followers than in theſe 
_ bleſſed Times, and all owing to the unwearied 
Induſtry and Vigilance of theſe Shepherds, 
theſe Watchmen of 1/rael. III tell you what, 
I was at Church in the City about three Sun- 
days ago, where two great Prelates were in 
the ſame Pew, and at the repeating the Atha- 
naſian Creed, they both reverently ſtood up, 
and made their Reſponſes aloud with their 
Eyes towards Heaven, to the great Comfort of 
myſelf and all the Congregation: Neither of 
. them took Snuff, or lolld Sauntringly over the 
"Pew, or talked to any body near him all the 
While. 3 | 2 


D. You 


biſhop of the Province in this Form. 
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ſhall be preſented by two Biſhops to the Arch. 


Moſt ee at her in God, We preſent 4 
unto you this Godly and well learned 
| Man to be ordained * CG onſecrated | 


_ Biſhop 


But I have a ſmall Scruple upon me in "this | 
Matter; how do theſe two Biſhops know | 


that the Biſhop Elect is well learned? 


1 1 


E. Do you gf they give this Teſtimony 
of him by Hearſay, or by common Fame, for 


Fayour or Affection? Can you ſuppoſe they 
would preſent him in that ſolemn Manner, 


in the Preſence of God, and in the Face of 
all the Congregation, unleſs they could do it 
with a ſafe Conſcience and from their own 


expreſs Knowledge? No, no, they examine 


him ſtrictly and ſeverely in the Polyglot, I 


ſuppoſe, Theſaurus Rerum Eccleſiaſticarum, 


Liber V, alorum, and other godly Books; and 
finding him as learned as they expect, they juſtly q 
beſtow. that Character upon him, they would 1 
| be unjuſt if they did not; I believe the whole 
World would not prevail upon them to 90 4 
againſt their firm Belief and Conviction in 
that Matter, even their Enemies themſelyes 
being Judges. 


.D. You Have taken a deal of Pains to prove b 
a that the Biſhops axe a learned Body, which 
ſeems to be out of Diſpute; for you ſee here 
in the Office before us, that the Biſhop Elec 
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D. Who | 


D. Who doubts it? But admit that the 
"Biſhops are pick d Men, well diſciplin'd, and 
©  £ull'd out of the Body of the Prieſthood on 
” "account of their profound Erudition, yet if 
4 they be ever fo Learned or fo apt to Teach, 
pou will allow J ſuppoſe that it is impoſlible 
they ſhould Teach or feed their Flock unleſs 


they be able to Teach the People in a Language 
> 72 under ſt and. 
ed E. I allow that, and what then? 

D. Why then I ſhould be glad to know how 
Nj Biſhop of a Dioceſe in Males is capable of 
uus going his Duty with a good Conſcience, when 
ge does not underſtand one Syllable of the 
.  #elh Tongue and the People don't underſtand 
Ny a Word of Engliſh.? 


or E. The Anſwer is plain, 1 deny your Sup 
poſition; you are to conſider when an emz- 
went Divine finds himſelf improving in Spirit- 
tal Knowledge, and Spreading, and Stretching, 
it and Thickning and Reaching further, and 
vn widening, and enlarging his Capacities, and 
me ßudding and bloſſoming, and growing ripe, 


, I and as it were Maturus Epiſcopatu, he then 
m, preſently applies himſelf to the Study of 
ind £ 


the HYelhb Language againſt the Time comes; 
this he finds a moſt caſie and delightful Enter- 
fainment ; for the Welſh is a Soft, Harmonious, 
> and mellifluous Tongue, all Muſic and Melo- 
&y, not thickned with Conſonants, nor throt- 
Hing you with Gutfturals, it does not make 
ves your Tongue ſtrike double againſt the Roof 
of your Mouth, or knock out your Foreteeth, 
Ir ſhake your Grinders like many of your Nor. 
| thern 
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thern Dialects. And then it has abundance : of 3 


Hebrew Words intermixed, and ſo the holy 


Man being perfectly Maſter of the a 3 
before, finds it an eaſy Matter to attain. the 
Cambro britannic. 1 verily believe that 
Adam (poke ſomething of the Welſi Tongue | 
in Paradiſe when he was talking to the Brutes; 
and it is my firm Opinion that « every Biſhop of 
a J/elſp Dioceſe is qualified to inſtruct his Flock, 
to Preach and Pray in the Language of the Coun- 

try; I am ſure the laſt good Lord of St. Davids 
Was, for he Was a "mighty Decypherer of 
Tongues. The Prelates of Males muſt and do 
Preach and Pray in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 


or elſe what do they do there? A Biſhopric is 
as much or rather more a Cxre of Souls than a 


Parſonage or Vicarage, and it would be ſtrange. 
they ſhould cloath themſelves with the Wooll, 
and take no Care of feeding the Flock; but. 


to Preach or Pray tothe People in an unknown 


Tongue would be Popery, downright 0. 


pery ! 
D. It would fo; but not to urge this further 
at preſent, I cannot be altogether of your 


Opinion that the Biſhops in Males underſtand 


the Language of the Country, forl have a little 
Book in my Library (as you are pleaſed to cal 


it) that gives a quite different Account of this 


Matter, and likewiſe of the Hoſpitality that i; 
preſerv'd (as you ſay) in the Palaces of Biſhops 


of that Country, either when they do or do 


not reſide in their Dioceſes. You know thc 
Biſhopric of St. Davids? 


E. I had the Honour to be born in tha 


Dioceſe 
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Dioceſe; It is a See of a very large Extent, and 
takes in the Countics of Pembroke, Caermar- 
then, Cardigan, Brecon, and all Radnor 
eexcept fix Pariſhes, a conſiderable part of Ga- 
he * organſbire, aad many Pariſhes in the Coun- 
ties of Hereford and Monmouth; O tis a 
*curious fine Biſhopric. * 
es $ D. The Book I ſpoke of is called A View 
of "of the State of Religion in the Dioceſe of St. 
Davids; it was written by a Doctor of Divinity 
in that Principality, and his Obſervations are 
founded upon his own Knowledge; Here is 
ot ſuch a Scene of Miſery and Diſtreſs, of Barbariſm 
: and Barbarity, ſuch ſcandalous Abuſe of Diſ- 
Cipline and Church Power! But 'tis no wonder, 
for a Welſh Biſhopric is commonly no more 
than a Stopgap, an Earneſt of higher Promo- 
tions; you ſeldom find a Biſhop die in Poſſeſſion 
of a See in that Country, they hope not to con- 
tinue there long, they have no time, if they 
n had an Inclination, to make themſelves acquaint- 
ed with their Clergy or their People; ſome ne- 
ver go there at all, and others but once or ſo 
to take Poſſeſſion, to ſettle their Rents and te- 
ceive their Preſents, they go in Snug and fo. 
they go out, they keep their own Counſcl, their 

| Houſes are tumbling down, and ſo there is no 
call Pretence for Reſidence, one ſucceeds another 


* Jiland not much frequented or inquired after; 
the Gentry and People of Faſhion make no 
Complaint, they enjoy their Impropriations, 
$nd generally live in London and ſpend thei: 


that! 
ceſc; 
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Money there, or in other places at a Diſtance, 
and dont regard how the Livings are ſerved, 
ho the People are Taught, and how the Clerg y 
axe ſtarved; but I will reach the Book, here it 
is, I remark'd ſome particular Paſſages that 
made my Heart bleed — and firſt Doctor for 


your Hoſpitality in the Biſhop's Palace at SY. 


Davids. 


E. I never was at St David's but have 
been - received with great Hoſpitality, and 


drunk very good Ale at the Palace of Abergwyly. 


D. To begin then; © St. David's, once a 
celebrated Seat of Learning, and an Alma 
Mater of the Muſes, once the happy Abode as 


© of our Archbiſhops and Bzhops, ſo of our 


© Archdeacons, Canons and Prebendaries, who 
were encouraged and thought themſelves 
obliged to maintain the Honour of Religion 

to attend the Service of their Church, to re- 
pair their Fabric and their Houles cred:tably, 
to ſpend the reſt of their Revenues in Ho 
* pitality and Charity, in kindly welcoming | 
© and entertaining pious Viſitors and Strangers 3 
and relieving. the Poor as liberally. Theſc 
were the goOd laudable Practices of the an- 
cient Times: But alas! what an amazing 
Change has now befallen us; the College ot 
our Students is long ſince diſſolved, a great 
part of our ſacred and moſt ancient Cazhe- 
Aral is in Rubbage, and of the Biſtops Pa. 
* lace there is nothing to be ſcen but fate!) 
Ruins, and almoſt all the Habitations of ou: 
Diganitaries demoliſhed, ſo that they have in: 


Manner left us and conſequently E oſpitaiit) 
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and Charity. are gone away too, and the 
* Marks of forſaken Poverty and Defolatish 
7 ſeem to overſpread the whole Neighbout- 


©: Audit for a Week or Fortnight at St. 
Tide, and then we are to hope for the Plea- 


of their Office, 
: regulate the Diſorders of it; Callio cares for 
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* 


hood; there remains ſcarce any thing beſide 
poor Lodgings for the Chapter to keep their 


Tames's 


ſure of ſeeing them no more till the next 
Seaſon comes again. That is as much as to 
ſay, that they come once a Year to receive their 
Money, and the Church, and the Palace, and 
the Cathedral, and the Service, Hoſpitality 
and Charity may go — The Poor con- 


tinue Naked, Milerable, and unrelieved, The 
' Revenue is carried away to London and other 
Places, none of it is ſcattered upon the Ground 


from whence it came, it is conſumed in other 


Dioceſes among Forigners commoniy in a 


flovenly ungenteel riotous way of living, or an 
aukward Afﬀettation of Greatneſs; for few 


of tholc fort of Clergy die worth a Shilling, 
g but leave their Familics in the utmoſt Miſery 
and Diſtreſs; as 
rant, and Haughty, ſo they are Expenſive, Prodi- 


they are generally Vain, Igno- 


gal, and W aſteful. Theyſwagger among the little 
Curates, and the gaping Clowns in the Countr y, 


under the Title of Mr. Dean, Mr. Archdearon; 


With this Diſtinction they ſtrut in a Title Lage 
: 
if they chance to write a Sy Pamphlet or 
print a Stolen Sermon, but as tor the Functions 
to vilit their Juriſdictions, and 


And the Caſe I am 


none of theſe Things. 
| airaid 
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afraid is much the ſame in all the other Bi- 
ſhoprics of the Principality. 3 
E. Goon, have you any more? I hall come : 
over you by and by. , 
D. Truly I have much more than J could Z 
wiſh. The ſame pious Regard obſerved in ſup-- 


porting Hoſpitality in the Palace of the Biſtop, 
appears notoriouſly in keeping up the Horſes 


of the Parochial Clergy, and providing them 
Habitations comfortable and proper for their 
Reſidence and Abode; the Caſe, in ſhort, is 
this. © Did you but ſee what very ſorry and 

mean Cottages (if any) that arc left for Par- 

fſonage and Vicarage Houſes? In moſt Pariſh- 
* es there are no Proviſions of any kind for 


© that Uſe, no Glebe, no Ground to build upon, 


A 


but where there are any, they are common- 
ly ſo mean and inconvenient, as that the 
Clergy, poor as they are, cannot think them 
habitable for themſelves, and therefore arc 
obliged to part with them to any one that 
will pleaſe to rent them; but very often 
they fall to the Jextons lot, who to get a 
ſorry Maintenance is allowed the Privilege 
of ſelling Ale by the Church yard Side. 
E. How can this be, when to my Know- 
ledge there be fo many Rocks and Stones in 
that Country ready at Hand? When the Arch 


Z TO 2 0 WE 


A 


daeacons of the Dioceſe and the Rural Deans 
who are Officers under them, are folemnly 


appointed to viſit the Houſes of the Clergy, 
and to order the repairing of them, that they 
may be kept in Order and not be ſuffered to 

run 


155 to ruin. The Bilbops have Authority to 
compel the [mpropriator to find a ſuitable 
Habitation for his Curate, as well as to pro- 
vide him a comfortable Maintenance; the 
2 Archdeacon is alter Oculus Epiſcopi, as the 
Dean is the other; he is one of the Eyes of 
the Biſhop, and his JuriſdiQtion extends chiefly 


to theſe Affairs; if the Houſe of the Miniſter 


be out of repair, the Churchwardens are ob- 
liged to preſent it at the Viſitation, and the 
Archdeacon is bound to take Cognizance of 


it, and to provide againſt it. | 
D. What ſi onifies where the Power is 


1lodged, if it be never executed? The Archdea- 
cons do not reſide, though they are ob- 


liged to Reſidence by Law; and the Biſhops | 
take no Care to compel them to it. Watſon 
in his Compleat Incumbent (which I bought 
when I was Churchwarden) ſays expreſly, it 
an Archdeacon be wilfully abſent from his 
Dignity for the Space of a Month together, or 
for the Space of two Months, to be account- 
ed at ſeveral times in the Space of one Ycar, 
and for ſuch a Time reſides in any other Place, 


he ſhall for every ſach Default forfeit en 


Fe unde. What Havock would the Execution 
of this Law make among the elſb Archdea- 
ons, and among many of the Engliſh ones 
too? What Advantages would acrue to Reli- 
gion, what ſcandalous Imputations would be 
Mil 3 by the conſtant enforcing of it? It is 
their Duty to viſit two Years in three, yet it 
they chance to come into the Dioceic at all. 
f they 


( 48 7) 7 
they do not hold their Viſitations in any re- 
gular Manner, ſo that neither Clergy nor Peo. 9 
ple know when, or where, or how to apply. | 
An Archdeacon may be one of the Eyes of j 
the Biſhop, yet that Officer muſt have a very 
| ſtrong Sight to ſee from Highgate, into Car- 
diganſtire. And then to help the Matter, 

the Biſhop, who ſeldom reſides at all, ſome- 
times holds an Archdeaconry or two along 

with his Biſhopric, and ſo deprives the Church 


—— — — — — 
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| | of that uſcful Officer, when there are many 
| if valuable Clergymen in the Dioceſe (notwith- 3 
| [1 ſtanding the Poverty and Diſtreſs of moſt of 
1 them) who are well qualified to fill the Place 
10 and diſcharge the Duties of it. The Biſhop 
0 of Bangor 1 think) is Archdeacon of Ban. 
| * - For and Archdeacon of Angleſey ; the Biſhop | 
Ui of St. Aſaph, is Archdeacon likewiſe of St. 
0 Aſaph; what a monſtrous Thing is this? What g 
I a ſtrange Accumulation of Preferments in their 
N dovn Natures utterly inconſiſtent and untena- 
5 | ble, and of the moſt fatal Tendency to the 
i | Diſcipline and good Order of the Dioceſe, the ! 
11 Clos and People? If they appoint Archdea- 
19 cons they do not oblige them to reſide, or hold 
[ik tacir Viſitations as the Law requires; and if 
|; ih tue v are Archdeacons themſelves, it is impoſſi- 
1 ble they ſhould do their Duty in that Office, 1 
| When, as they arc Biſhops they do not live in 
10 their Dioceſe, and con frequently cannot be ab- 
| 1 ſent as Biſhops and preient as A chdcacons at 
1 the ſamce time; and yet Hi atjs. declares it I 
{or Law, that thot gh a Fihop pe: aps be not 


ied? q 


re: Sed. to Reſidence by: the Statute of the 21ſt of 
4 VIII. yet he is thereto obliged by the Ec- 
Tale Law, and may be end to 
oil Fccp Reſidence by Eccle/raftical Cenſures. 
-ry And if a Biſhop hold in Commendam an Arch- 
. Feaconry, Deanery, or like inferior Dignity, 
er, Parſonage or Vicarage, with his Biſhoptic, he 
ne $ puniſhable by the ſame Statute, if according 
ne Jo the ſame he be not reſident upon ſuch Dig- 
rch hity, Parſonage or Vicarage, and that though 
any he be conſtantly reſident upon his Biſhopric, 
th. he ſhall not be excuſed thereby. But the Difh- 
of Tulty is, how to put theſe Laws properly. in 
ace :xecution. The Biſhops diſpenſe with the Re- 
hop | Jidence of their Archdeacons, and it would be 
an. ſtrange they ſhould inſiſt upon it, when they 
make ſo light a Matter of diſpenſing with their 
St. Þwn ; but (as the Poet ſweetly warbles) De- 
hat Fendit numerus junctæque Umbone Pha- 
heir | 6 . 
na. E. Is the Man mad? What a terrible Thing 
the would it be to ſee a Biſhop excommunicated 
the Þy his Metropolitan for Non. reſidence? 
dea - D. I can't help that. And now I am upon 
101d Inis Subject, I muſt take notice that the Bi- 
q if hops conſcious of their own Neglect of Reſe- 
oſſi- Fence, are obliged as it were to diſpenſe with 
fice, | Thc Refi fence of thoſe Parochial Clergy, whoſe 
: in Tivings are ſufficient to afford them a hand- 
ab- Tome and comfortable Maintenance; for tho 
's at many Churches are ſtript of their Revenues in 
's it deplorable Manner, yet ſome of them (I have 
not Feard) do ſtill enjoy their Full Endowments, 
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1 they do not hold their Viſitations in any re. 
| Ii cular Manner, ſo that neither Clergy nor peo. 4 
| | j ple know when, or where, or how to apply. 
|" An Archdeacon may be one of the Eyes off 4 
10 the Biſhop, yet that Officer muſt have a very 
1 ſtrong Sight to ſee from Highgate, into Car- 
WY diganſtire. And then to help the Matter, I 
108 the Biſhop, who ſeldom reſides at all, ſome- 
0 times holds an Archdeaconry or two along 
1 | with his Biſhopric, and ſo deprives the Church 
| [1 bof that uſeful Officer, when there are many. 
| 5 valuable Clergymen in the Dioceſe (notwith- ; 
| Ml. ſtanding the Poverty and Diſtreſs of moſt of 4 
11 them) who are well qualified to fill the Place 
Vil and diſcharge the Duties of it. The Biſhop 3 
0 of Bangor ( think) is Archdcacon of Ban- 
0 Lor and Archdcacon of Angleſey ; the Biſhop 7 
1 of St. Aſaph, is Archdcacon likewiſe of St. 
I Aſaph; what a monſtrous 'Thing 15 this? What, 
1 a ſtrange Accumulation of Preferments in their 3 
1 down Natures utterly inconſiſtent and untena- 
| | bic, and of the moſt fatal 1cndcncy to the ] 
| |, | | Diſciplinc and good Order of the Dioceſe, the 1 
5 Clergy and People? If they appoint Archdea- 
i i | | CORS they do not oblige them to reſide, Or hold © f 
18 their Viſitations as the Law requires; and if 
| | 18 tic are Archdcacons themiclves, it is impoſſi- 
5 'c they ſhould do their Duy in that Office, 
| 6 8 0 en, a xa are Biſhops they do not live inf 
it their Dioceſe, and confequer iy cannot be ab- 
j ſent as Biſhops and preient as Aichdcacons at? 
1 the ſame Time; and yet ales declares it ; 
| fi for Law, that thoigh a hihop perhaps be not 1 
vi tied! 


- 
; 


re- Sed to 1 by 5 "FOR of the 21ſt of 
I I VIII. yet he is thereto obliged by the Ec- 
i ical Law, and may be compelled to 


er Keep Reſidence by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. 
ey And if a Biſhop hold in Commendam an Arch- 


geaconry, Deanery, or like inferior Dignity, 
er, 4 Parſonage or Vicarage, with his Biſhoptic, he 
I puniſhable by the ſame Statute, if according 
o the ſame he be not reſident upon ſuch Dig- 
ÞHity, Parſonage or Vicarage, and that though 
me be conſtantly reſident upon his Biſhopric, 
ich. he ſhall not be excuſed thereby. But the Difh- 

off Culty is, how to put theſe Laws properly in 
Execution. The Biſhops diſpenſe with the Re- 


ace £ 

hop | fidence of their e polio and it would be 
an. ſtrange they ſhould inſiſt upon it, when they 
hop f ake ſo light a Matter of diſpenſing with their 
St. Own; but (as the Poet ſweetly warbles) De- 
hat J Fendi numerus juntieque Umbone Pha- 
cir nge. 


E. Is the Man mad? What a 16 88 Thing 
Would it be to ſee a Biſhop excommunicated. 


the by his Metropolitan for Non reſidence? 
dca- D. I can't help that. And now I am upon 


old his e I muſt take notice that the Bi. 


Fence, are obliged as it were to diſpenſe with 
Fic Refi dence of thoſe Parochial Clergy, whoſe 
Tivings are /uffczent to afford them a hand- 
Jome and comfortable Maintenance ; for tho' 


s at Many Churches are ſtript of their Revenues in 
>s it Þ deplorable Manner, yet ſome of them (I have 
not 


Feard) do ſtill enjoy their Im Endowments, 
7 H and 
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( 50 ) 
afford Proviſion for the Incumbents whereby 
they may live reputably upon the Spot, and 
do good Service to Religion, and ſupport theit 
Character with Credit and Honour. But theſe 
Sort of Clergy leave their Flocks to wretched 
miſerable Hirelings, and run out of the Coun 
try into a warmer Sun, and hunt after Pre. 
ferments generally in London ; there they creep. 
into Curacies and little Lectures (and theit 


Modeſty will ſometimes raiſe them into a pal 


try Popular Chaplainſhip) where their broken 
and unintelligible Engliſh, and their ſqueak: | 
ing Welh Dialct give great Offence to all ſe | 


rious and en Chriſtians, and adminiſte 


Mirth and Mockery to giegling Girls an 


2 


young Fellows, who make their Reading ant 
Preaching and even their common Converſa 


tion a Matter of Sport and Ridicule. 


E. What's that you fay Sir? Don't I ſpeal 
as proper Engliſh as any of you all, thoug} 
would not forget my Welſh for all your *4 


{ey woolſey mungrel Gibberiſß? 
D. You, Sir, have had the Advantage of : 


good Education; your Language is poliſhed by 
keeping the beſt of Company, you dine once 
Year with the Doctor of the Pariſh, your Accen 
is ſoftned by your frequent ſpeaking i in Public 
I have heard you Preach at St. Antholins in 
Morning with the general Applauſe of tha 
elegant and diſtinguiſhing Aſſembly.— N 
ſhall now ſee what Regard is had by the 
Siritual Governors to the Decency and Con 
veniency of divine Worſhip, by taking a ſhor 
Suryey of the miſcrable and ruinous "Condi 

| tio 


( 5 ) 


reby | tion of the Parochial Churches in that Coun- 
and Fry. © Some Churches are totally neglected, 

theit and very rarely if at all have any Service per- 
heſe # formed in them, and which if they are not 
-hed # converted to Barns and Stables, do only 
oun ; ſerve for the ſolitary Habitations of Owls, 
Pre. * and Fackdaws. In ſome Places we have 


reep bs Churches without Chancels, in others we 
theit * have but ſome piece of a Church, that is, 
| pal- * one End or a Side Iſle, and the deſolate 
oken Appearance of moſt of thoſe that are yet 
ieak- * ſtanding, ſpeak how difficult they Subſiſt, 
Il fe “ and how miſerably they are neglected. In 


F 
niſte ? ſome not only the Bells are taken away, but 
ane ® the Towers are demoliſhed, and in many 
and others there are ſcarce any Seats except here 
zerſa © and there a few ill contrived and broken 
* Stools and Benches; their little J/indows 
ſpcak are without Glaſs, and darkned with Boards, 
ougt * Matts, or Lettices; their Roofs decaying, 
r lin © tottering, and leaky; their Walls green, 
* mouldy, and nauſeous, and very often with- 
of: out Waſh or Plaiſter; and their Floors ridg- 
ed bi cd up with oiſome Graves without any 
nce; # Pavement, and only covered with a few 


ccen * Rujhes. Did you ſee ſo many Parochial 
ablic Churches and Chapels of the Bifhops Pala- 
in! £ ces, and of almoſt all the Parſonage Houſes 
tha in the Dioceſe; it might well tempt you to 
vo think that we had lain in the Road of the 
the “ Turksand Saracens, in ſome of their wild Ex- 
Con } curſions, or that we had but very lately paſſed 
{hor the Diligence and Reformation of an Oli- 
Ka | 33 3 ' © wyerian 
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© Verian Army such are the bleſſe 


of the due Adminiſtration of Godly Diſci. 


pline in that Country! Such 


d Effects 


FY 
7g 
oY 

1 

t 

5 
4 
x3 
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E. What is the Man talking of? I don't 
ſay our Churches in Wales are as fine as yours 


Paintings, and God knows what; it is not 


in London; and adorned with Pictures and 


the Walls, or the Bells, or the Pews, that 

make a Church. Don't you read that Moſes 
made the Altar of Burnt Offering of Earth 
and rough #nhbewn Stones? Our Churches are 


built of the very fame; there's a great deal of 


 Plainneſs and Simplicity in them, nothing 


to draw the Eyes of the Congregation into Jz- 


perſtition and Idolatry. 


D. You are right; you ſhall next ſee what 


Simple Sort of Clergy are appointed in theſe 


Simple Churches, as you call them. You came 


ſomewhat young out of the Country, and 


therefore it may be a Curioſity to hear the 
Deſcription of a Welſh Curate. In ſome. 
Places the Chrz/tzan Service is totally diſ. 


© uſed, there are other ſome that may be ſaid 
to be but half ſerved; there being ſeveral 
Churches where we arc but rarely, it at all, to 


niſtring the Holy Communzon. In others the 

Service of the Prayers is but partly read, and 

that perhaps but once a Month, or once in 

a quarter of a Year; nor is it indeed reaſon- 
able to expect that they ſhould be better ſerv- 
ed, while the Stipends allowed for the Ser- 
vice of them, are ſo ſmall, that a poor Cu- 
| rate 


meet with Preaching, Catechiſing, or admi- 


A A A 


A 


in) 


rate muſt ſometimes ſubmit to ſerve three or 


. four Churches for ten or twelve Pounds a 
ear, and that perhaps when they are almoſt 
as many Miles diſtant from each other. And 


when it is thus with them, with what Or- 
der or Regularity are they capable of doing 
that Service? And having ſo little Time, and 


cipitately and as if out of Breath, are they 
obliged to read the Prayers, or to ſhorten 
and abridge them? 
they or their Congregation to compoſe 
themſelves for their Devotion, while thus 
forced to a kind of perpetual Motion, and 
like haſty Itinerants, to hurry from Place to 


0 

« 

'c 
ſo many Places to attend upon, how pre- 
.C 

c 

c 


Place? There is no Time fixed to go to 
. Church, ſo it be on Sunday; ſo that the 


- poor Man muſt begin at any Time with as 
© many as are at hand, ſooner or later, as he 
* can perform his Round. He then abruptly 


© huddles over as many Prayers as may be in 
© half an Hours time, and then returns again 
© to his Road faſting, 
his Circuit, and that Wearineſs or Dark- 


till he has diſpatched 


* neſs obliges him to reſt, or perhaps for want 
of a little neceſſary Refreſhment at Home, 


to go where he ought not, where it's odds 
8 but he will meet with many of his Congre- 

© gation; who, when their ſhort Service 15 

cover, are too apt to think themſelves at Li- 
18 berty to ſpend the remaining Part of the 
- | © Day at an Alehorſe, or at ſome Paſtime or 
' © Diverſion, as they are dilpoſcd. 


What Ho- 
Jpitality 


And what time have 


* ſpitality to Neighbours, or to Strangers, or 
© Charity to the Poor can they afford to give, 


c 


are they capable of appearing wheu their 


W m RY OE. I 


and Stockings? It ſeems they literally 


obey the Evangelical Precept: They provide 


neither Go nor S$;Fver, nor Scrzp for their 


Journey, neither 1 Coats, neither Shoes; 


Alas! they have ſcarce Cloaths to cover their 


Nakedneſs; whence comes the common 


Proverb, As ragged as a Welſh Curate. 


Would not any Man of Senſe and common 
Piety ſtand amazed, how ſuch W retches could 
ever get into Orders? How a Biſbop could 
devote ſach ignorant poor Creatures to mi- 
niſter in Holy Things? What a Sort of Ex- 
amination muſt paſs upon them before they 


are ordained? A Biſbop is commanded to lay 


Hands ſuddenly on no Man, without a ſtrict | 


Inquiry into his Life and Abilities ; but ſure- 
ly he could not upon the leaſt Deliberation 
lay Hands upon ſuch Itinerant Vagabond Hire- 


lings as theſe. But ſo it is, and with a good 
Conſcience no doubt — And now, as this | 
worthy Writer obſerves, What Chriſtian 


© Knowledge, what Senſe of Piety, what Va- 
© lue for Religion arc we reaſonably to hope for 


who are themſelves ſo very indigent as to be 
© moſt in need of Charity? How conformable : 
to the Canons in their Dreſs and Habits, 
ſuch as are required and becoming of their 
Orders, vis. in their Gowns and Caſſocs 


mean Salaries will ſcarce afford them Shoes 
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© in a Country thus abandoned, when Perſons | 


2 


4 ( $5 ) 
or c are ordained that are contemptible in them- 
ve, 3« ſelves, when any little A-b-c darian School- 
be 7< maſter, a Gentleman's Butler, a Mounte- 
ble bank, or what not, ſhall be ſo cheaply ad- 
ts, |< mitted to commence Clerts, on the prevail- 
cir ing Merit only, perhaps, of ſome potent Im- 
os propriator s Recommendation, who may be 

Sollicitous for a cheap Chaplain, or to pack 

off an uſeleſs Servant. CE 


What is the Meaning of that ſolemn Charge 
given by the Bop to the Archdeacon when 
he preſents a Perſon to. be ordazned either 
Deacon or Prieſt ? 


The Biſhop. 
Tale heed that the Perſon whom you pre 


ſent unto us be apt and meet for his 
Learning, and godly Converſation, to 

exerciſe his Miniſtry duly to the Hononr of 

God and the Edification of his Church. 


- The Archdeacon ſhall Anſwer. 


I have enquired of him, and alſo examined 
him, and think him ſo to be. 


What is the Intention of the Anſwer given 
his by the Biſhop Elect to the Archbiſhop, when 
tian he is conſecrated? | 

Will you be faithful in ordaining, ſending, 
or laying hands pon others? 


3 


Anſwer. 


Pd. * — — nt 
* 3 _ * 
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it is in the Power of the Biſtop and his Offi- 


muſt therefore lie at their own Doors. 


afraid this is too true; but I beg of you for 
the Love of God and out of Reſpect to the 
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are utterly and in any Senſe incapable of doing 


Language of the People they are to Inſtruct; 


( 56) 


-& 


Anſwer. 


I wall do fo by the Help of God. 


How does he do ſo when he ordains ſuch 
Fellows who are ſcandalouſly illiterate, and % 
are incapable in any Senſe to do Honour to 
God, or to edify his Church)! 


When I reflect upon theſe Things I am ut- 
terly confounded, they can never be recon- 
ciled. 1 ſhall ſay no more, than that all theſe 
Miſeries, all theſe Prophanations and Scandals 4 


cers in a great Meaſure to remedy and ſup- 
preſs; there are Laws to ſupport them in the 
Execution of their Duty, the Confequences | 


E. Between you and I, Mr. Dobſon, I am . 


Cloth, that you would not ſay ſo much Abroad; 
O tell it not in Gat h! 3 

D. I am come now to that abſurd and in- 
defenſible Practice of Holy Men(as you call them) 
who accept of Biſhoprics in Wales when they 


P 
0 . 4. 


pas os Re, 


their Duty, becauſe they do not underſtand the 


How can they (as the Office of Conſecration | 
enjoins) feed the Flock over which the Holy| 
Ghoſt hath made them Overſecers, and for 
which Chriſt died, how can the Sheep know 

thc 


_ I 
J Ine Shepherd's Voice, when they do not know 
he Meaning of one Hyllable he fays? With 
3 hat Revercnce and Complacency muſt they 
Feceive his Benediction when he bleſſes them 
In an unknown Tongue? To ſee a Biſhop lay 
ch his Hand upon a Perſon's Head, and mutter 
nd g few Words over him not to be underſtood, 
to Jooks more like a Charm than a Bleſſing. In 
the Office of Conſecration God Almighty is 
zddreſſed to endue the Biſhop Elect with his 
Re- : Hol) Spirit that He Preaching the Word 
may not only be earneſt to reprove, beſeech and 


ele ᷑rebube with all Patience and Doctrine, but al- 
= o may be to ſuch as believe, a Wholeſome Ex- 


mple in Word and Converſation, &c. But 
up- vhat a Scene is this when he is appointed over 
the the Souls of People to whom he cannot ſpeak 
CCS ½ Word to be underſtood, and is utterly in- 
apable to reprove, beſeech, or rebuke, or to 
an hold any manner of Converſation with them? 
for IWhat is the Meaning of this ſo/emn Queſtion 
the | and Anſwer, much too ſolemn t to be uſed only 
ad; For Form? 


in-| Eh Te Archbiſhop. 
em) il, you inſtruct the People committed to 
hey pour Charge (which ſhews a Biſhopric is a 


bing; Gre of Souls) and call upon God for the 
4 bel true Underſtanding of the Scriptures, 
act; o as ye may be able by them to Preach 
tion! and Exhort with wholeſome Dottrine, 
Toly | and to withſtand and convince the Gain- 
torſ layers ? 
ene | J | Anſwer, 
the]! 


8 4 9 
( 5® ) I 


T will doſo by the Help of God. i 


How can he Teach, and Preach, and Ex 9 
hort with wholeſome Doctrine and inſtruct the 
People, withſtand and convince the Gain. . 
ſayers in his Dioceſe, when the People perhaps 
never once ſaw the Face of him, or if they? 
had, he may as well Talk to them in Arabic 
and be as well Underſtood? For God's Sake 
have not Biſhops Souls to be ſaved? Is Reli-“ 
gion a Thing real or is it Preeſtcraft and 20 
gling and a Trade to live by? Is this Office no 
more than Playing of a Farce or acting of a 
Droll? Is God the ſure Avenger of besehen 
of Promiſe and Truſt made and publiſhed in 

his own moſt ſacred Name? What can the. 
People think, or what Reſpect can they enter- 
tain of their Paſtors when —. But this honeſt? 
Writer repreſents the Caſe in a much bettet 
Light; tho' he ſpeaks with great Warineſs“ 
and Caution (for the Subject it ſeems is ex- 
cccding Tender) yet he ſays enough to expoſe}! 
and explode ſo unjuſtiable a Cuſtom, ſo op- 
polite to common Senſe, and which can admit} 
no Gloſs or Shadow of Reaſon to recommend 5 
it. | 
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E. I wiſh you had done with your Book; for} 
my Time is almoſt come, I expect the Clere| 
every Moment. 

D. The diſpoſing of J/elſb Preferments| 
to ſuch as are wholly ignorant of the Lan- 
« guage, has contributed not a little to the De- 


* Ca) 


1 

q 1 
ray and Deſolation of our Religion. The 
4 Benefits of the Church ſhould be accepted 
for no other End but of being uſeful and do- 


gc ing the Service of the (bares whoſe Bread 


Z. 


hel h they Eat; it being Juſt and Equitable that they 


un. ſhould be qualified for the Duty where they 


aps © receive the Proſit; and it can't be ſuppoſed 


hey that they are ſo till they make themſelves 2 


vil '© telligible to the Flocks they are to guide and 
ake 


4 Voice of him that Speaketh is not Under- 
0 * flood, then both he that ſpeaks and he that 


of af other; and a greater yet infinitely than St. 


hes Paul hath told us, that it ought to go into 
| INF the Character of a good Shepherd that the 


the Sheep ſhould know oi Voice; which plainly 
iter. f enough ſignifics that no one can be ſaid to 
neſt F be an | uſeful and good Paſtor whote Speech 
tterF or Voice is mnntelligivle to his People. 
neſs'F The Reaſon of the Thing is fo clear and 
ex-: unanſwerable, as that it is in Truth amazing, 
poſe that Ambition itſelf with all irs ſubtle Inven- 
Op- 5 tions ſhould think to find out Arguments to 

: juſtify the contrary ; for of waat Ule can any 
iendÞ* one be (let his Learning in other Reſpects 


be ever ſo great) to inſtru? and teach thoſe 


for], whom he cannot ſpeck to? And therefore 
ler what Benefit are the People to expect as to 

Knowledge or Information from the Miniſtry 
ientsF of ſuch who can neither Preach nor Pray 


Lan-F fo as to be under/ftood by them? Will after 
De. Ages believe that there ſhould ariſe among 


© overſee. For as St. Paul obſerves thou the 


* is ſpoken to are mutually Barbarians fo each 


ay thy 
9. 
© . 


( 60 ) 2 
© the Learned and the Knowing thoſe who a 
< ſhould not doubt of their Sufficiency for, or 
of their Faithfulneſs in, the Diſcharge of this 
< moſt ſolemn Truſt, without either Under 4 
« ſtanding the Language or ever ſeeing the 
Faces of thoſe they are ſpiritually to Feed 
and Overſee? While Things continue thus, ; 
< with what kind of Decency can wc declaim | 
* againft the Popyh Practice of Teaching Men 
< it is neither neceſſary they ſhould Read the 


1 and is ſo like it, is Practiſed and Allowed 
| _—_ © among ourſelves by aſligning Paſtors that 
105 6 arc Unintelligible to their Congregation? 4 
1 E. On my Word your Author ſpeaks good 


Senſe, his Oblervatives are juſt; And what-# 
cver has been the Practice of late in filling 
the Welſ Biſhoprics with Paſtors that are 
Strangers to the Language, yet that the Caſc} 

was other wiſe formerly, appears by an Act 

Palled in the Reign of Charles the Second,“ 

which injoins that the Biſhops of Hereford | ö 

St. Davids, Aſaph, Bangor, and Landaf, 

and their Fuccc/ſors ſhall take ſuch Order 
among themſelves for the Soul's Health of thc 
Flock committed to their Charge, that the 
Liturgy of the Church of England be tru 
and exad!y Tranſlated into the Britiſb or I/el/nf 

Tongue, and the fame fo Tranſlated, and byf 

them or any three of them at lealt, wiewed 
peruſed, and allowed, be Imprinted, and the 

whole Divine Service be uſed and ſaid by thef 
__ Miniitters 
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Miniſters and Curates throughout all Wales 


in the Britih or Welſh Tongue; and therefore 
it is, that if a Clerk be preſented to a Church 
in Wales who does not underſtand the Lan- 
guage, the Ordinary may lawfully refaſe him, 
becauſe he is [ncapable of the Cure. 

D. It is certain by the Act you mention 
that Biſtops wete in thoſe Days appointed to 
the Welſß Sees who perfectly underſtood the 
Language; for to what purpoſe were they 
ordered to View and peruſe the Tranſlation 
of the Liturgy, if they were not able to an- 
derſtand it? Their Succeſſors, by this Act, are 
likewiſe ſuppoſed to be capable from Time to 
Time to view and peruſe and See the Liturgy 
Inprinted in Yelp; and how ſufficient the 
preſent Sett are to Diſcharge or Attend 
ſich a Buſincſs may be eaſily conjectured when 
I believe not one of them can Read or Under- 
ſtaid one Sentence in the whole Book. I 
find there is a Deſign at preſent to Publiſh a 
a lirge Impreſſion of Yet Bibles under the 
Drection of the Biſhops of the Principality; 
Teiderly Expreſſed! I ſhould be glad to know 
vhth of them Pernſes the Sheets, or Corrects 
the Ireſs? How Shocking is it to conſider that 
the lible, on which the Salvation of fo many 
Thoiſands depends, ſhould be left to the Mercy 
of a Jackney Tranſlator, to add, to omit, or 
alter vhat Doctrines he pleaſes? W hat Havock 
may be made with the Article of the Trinity 
at this rate? And then, with regard to the 
Power they have by Law to refuſc a Clerk 

who 
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( 62) 
who does not Underſtand the Welſh Tongue, 
and to keep him out of the Dioceſe, and to 2 
ſecure by that Means that the Divine Service | 1 
might be perform'd in the Language of the : | 
Country, they are ſo far from exerciſing this 
Authority, wherein Religion and the Good of 
Souls are ſo nearly concerned, that they frequent- 
ly prefent to Livings in their own Gift and admit 


by the Preſentation of others ſuch Clerks as are | 
| Engliſhmen, and ſometimes Refugees of other | 


Countries, who cannot ſpeak one Jy/lable, and 
underſtandaslittleofthe Language as themſelves 

E. What Think you of Dr. Trevor the 
Biſhop of St. Davids? There are many Families 
of the Trevors in Wales. 

D. That may be; but let me go on with 
my Book; 1 have almoſt done. © The em- 
< nently pious Biſhop BEDEL, when he wis 


promoted to an Iriſb Sec, thought himfclf 


* obliged to learn that Language, to which 
© he fo applied himſelf, as to be ſo grea. a 
* Maſter of ir and ſuch a Critic as to corett 

a Tranſlation which he ordered to be nude 


0 
of the Old Tefament into Triſh, in oder 
E 


to be join'd with the New and the Common 
Prayer which were done before. Hæing 
given this Example in his own Perſon he 
i with the more Authority could requir: his 
Clergy, as he accordingly did, to conform 
* themſelves unto it; he therefore plainl' told 


#o 


them that ſuch only he would encourage and 


* prefer there, who could officiate and reach 
in the Triſh Language, which was, be ſaid, 
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a Qualification abſolutely neceſſary in every 


0 If „Milter that had the Care of an * Con- 
5 gregation. 


© It was upon the ſame View, that! is, of 


'C being as uſeful as poſlible in his Dioceſe, 


that the late moſt Learned and Pious Biſhop 


5 Lloyd of Worceſter, on his Promotion to the 


Biſhopric of St. Aſaph, thought it his Duty 
alſo to learn the Language of the Country, 
ſo far at leaſt as to be able to read it, to ad. 
miniſter the Sacraments, to confirm them, 

and to officiate publicly among them in 
their own Tongue; which was a Means not 
only to render him more ſerviceable, but of 
mightily endearing him to his People, who 


© could not be inſenſible of the Goodneſs and 
ſingular Condeſcenſion he expreſſed by being 


at the Pains of learning their Language be 


no other End but to {hcw his 3 8 


of doing them ore good. Again it was 


* upon the fame Principle (as I am informed) 


that Dr. Bradford, the worthy and learned 


Biſhop of Carliſle, though there were many 


Motives to induce him to it, did yet de- 
cline of accepting a Biſhopric in Males, be- 

cauſe he was a Stranger to the Language; 
and that he therefore conſcientioutly feared 
he ſhould not be able to be /o n/efal to his 
Dioceſe, nor ſo capable of edifying and in- 


[Feng them as he thought himſelf obliged 


* to be, What think you of tuch Men as 
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4 81 * 
E. Thoſe were brave Men indeed; but 1 
adihre; Mr. Dobſon why Gentlemen of En- 


gland will give themſelves the Trouble of 


learning a range Language and clambring 
with-their Peri ea $ and Cloak- -bags into 


the Cold hilly Country of Wales for Biſhop- 


rics, When there are ſo many of the Natives 


who are ufed to the Roughneſs of the Roads 
and-the Sharpneſs of the Air, that are ſuffici- 


ently. qualified by underſtanding the Welſh 


Tongue to execute that venerable Office; for 


my own Part, I can only anfwer for myſelf; 
I ſhall be always ready upon the leaſt Notice 
when' God- and my King ſhall pleaſe to call 
me to that laborious and important Truſt ; and 


I may ſay without Vanity — but, I ſee one of 
the Bearers coming; they ſtay for me in the 


Church yard; I muſt take my leave. 
D. Remember the Pig To morrow. | 
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